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Mona Vale Public Hospital - NO Land
Being Sold Off

Mona Vale Public Hospital - NO Land Being Sold Off

Amid the announcment of a call for tenders for the proposed French’'s Forest Hospital at one of the busiest crossroads in Sydney this week
were also a few announcements, some frue, some false, regarding the 49 year old Mona Vale Hospital.

Some media outlets announced as part of their coverage that parts of the
land belonging to Mona Vale Hospital would be sold off, others
stated this structure would be reduced and reduced as a prelude to closing
her altogether. In an interview on ABC 702 on Friday morning (3.5.2013)
Hon. Jillian Skinner, NSW Minister for Health, announced the tower of
Mona Vale Hospital will be removed and Mona Vale re-developed.

The new hospital at French’s Forest will provide a mix of public and private
services and would be run by an operator "with a proven record”, Health
Minister Jillian Skinner said. Construction will begin on the hospital in 2015
and it will take patients from 2018, with ownership reverting to the state
after 20 years.

"We intend that Manly hospital close the day this hospital opens," /s Sy
Skinner said. Acute services would be relocated from Mona Vale R
Haspital which would be redeveloped fo provide complementary health
services.’

Clearly our community, which is wary by now of all MVH announcements,
needed some immediate clarification on some of these announcements.
The most pressing for all here is the long suspected agenda of
downgrading Mona Vale Hospital as a prelude to selling off the oceanfront
land. This has been part of the rumour mill for at least 20 years that we
recall.

The empathic answer from Hon. Rob Stokes office Friday moring is NO -
There is no land being sold off to developers. Reports of this nature
are attributed to those of a political mien best described as
‘disappointing’, and clearly wanting to sfir the pot a bit before making other
assertions regarding the current government — such as an agenda of
privatising all formerly public hospitals. This requires the question
regarding privatisation of Mona Vale Public Hospital to be asked:;

Will any parts of Mona Vale Hospital become a privatised facility?

It's very likely there will be opportunities for private health providers to also
offer health services at the Mona Vale campus - but this is all still being
worked out.

It has also been announced that the number of beds at Mona Vale will be reduced from the current 142 to 66. \What wards and what
allocations will be for this 66 has not been clarified yet. As part of her answer to the Petition signed by 10 000 Pittwater residents and
presented to Parliament through local MP Hon. Rob Stokes on March 14th, 2013, “from certain citizens oppaosing the proposed
downgrading of Mona Vale District Hospital’Hon. Jillian Skinner stated:

The present 2012/13 budget for Mona Vale Hospital is $59.7 million, which includes an increase of 7%, or $5.2 million, over the 2011/12
expenditure budget. This increase in funding demonstrates the Government's commitment to address the health needs of the

MNorthern Beaches community. The Government has provided over $1 million to the Mona Vale Hospital for the procurement of surgical and
medical equipment and to upgrade the facade of the main building. A further $3 million in capital funding was provided to refurbish the
Mona Vale Hospital Maternity Unit and to return maternity services to Mona Vale Hospital, which were reopened in July 2012.

Further capital funding through COAG and from the State Government has been announced to provide an additional 26 rehabilitation beds
to Mona Vale Hospital at a cost of $12 million; an additional 8-10 medical short stay beds at a cost of $1.8 million in COAG funding; and
extensions to the palliative care day program at a cost of $600,000 through the utilisation of Trust Funds.

The NSW Government has committed up to $125 million to the Northern Beaches Hospital project. Detailed planning for the new
hospital is based on developing health services that meet the needs of the projected Northern Beaches population,
minimising the need for people to travel outside the area for their health care needs and providing most clinical services ata
higher role delineation (Level 5), than currently provided (Level 4).

The Northern Beaches Hospital will provide acute health services to the Northern Beaches community and will be supported by Mona Vale
Hospital.

Mona Vale Hospital will be reconfigured and redeveloped as a complementary Hospital, providing sub-acute services to
support the Northern Beaches Hospital. A Master Planning process is currently underway.

Answerto 10 000 signature petition tabled. Retrieved from
www.parliament.nsw.gov.auw/Prod/la/LATabDoc.nsf/iO/AES0D1C458ERF3D2ECAZSTB2EDO1C4DEZ

Sub-acute care as defined by Australian Government Health; “Sub-acute
care has many definifions, depending on the context in which itis
considered. At its simplest, sub-acute care is about goal oriented (and in
many instances time-limited) interventions aimed at assessing and
managing often complex conditions to maximise independence and quality
of life for people with disabling conditions..” and also, "a comprehensive
inpatient care program for patients with a serious illness, injury, or disease
who do not need intensive (acute care)”.

VWhat facilities to refurbish and maintain and keep may be based on
analysing records of those who have been attended to at Mona Vale
Hospital and what needs must be met. The basis for channelling patients in
emergency situations or needing other health needs to French’'s Forest
'based on ‘minimising the need for people to travel outside the area

& for their health care needs’ clearly does not. It's a fair way to French's
Forest if you don't drive and a few buses and hours by public transport as

P N alternative. Even if you do drive and road upgrades do finally occur,

R o nyone travelling south or north through here at peak hour can attest to how
much time you spend just sitting there, waiting to move. Will upgrades
really change that”? The new helipad at Mona Vale Hospital, which will be
finished being upgraded by the end of May according to Mr Stokes office,
has already transported emergency patients to North Shore Hospital and if
you have a Health Cover of some form most of these costs will be met.

With more projected and required housing to meet Pittwater's quota for an
increasing population under the Department of Planning's 'Metro

§ Strategy’. we need more health infrastructure, a point many local doctors,
with books full and closed, state has not been taken into account.

e =] From the NSW Government Planning and Infrastructure website:
e b el e [N 2014, new Subregional Delivery Plans will be drawn up in partnership

: S with the community and local councils. These will plan for local areas
across sydney in more detail. They will help to ensure communities
~ have the right types of housing, jobs, public spaces, community
~ facilities, transport options, schools and hospitals to meet their

- needs. Retrieved from:

o hitp://strategies._planning nsw_gov.auwMetropolitanStrateqgyforSydney . aspx

Anyway you look at it everyone needs to keep an eye on any announcements, to attend any discussions opened to the general public and
to do all you can to ensure those services which are stated will be retained at MVH are actually retained (currently there 1s Cancer
tfreatment services, Coronary care unit, Elective surgery, Geriatric assessment, Inftensive care unit, Outpatient services, Paediatrics unit
and the Rehabilitation unit which is currently being upgraded). Below is the Media Release from Thursday’s announcement, which we
publish unedited as usual. Final words go to Eunice Raymand, Chair of the Save Mona Vale Hospital Committee, who are also our Profile
of the Week, as allocated in our publication schedule in January 2013;

We will strenuously oppose any sale of any lands attached to Mona Vale Hospital. We note the Minister said on ABC 702a.m.
(May 3) that any developer of French's Forest Hospital might look at increased roles for Mona Vale Hospital. We condemn the
lack of community consultation and total lack of transparency throughout.

Eunice Raymond, Chair SMVHC.

WORLD CLASS HOSPITAL FOR NORTHERN BEACHES - MEDIA RELEASE - Thursday 2 May 2013

Health Minister Jillian Skinner today announced expressions of interest will be invited from the private sector to design, construct, operate
and maintain a world-class hospital on Sydney’s northern beaches. Mrs Skinner was joined by northern beaches MPs Mike Baird (Manly),
Brad Hazzard (Wakehurst), Rob Stokes (Pittwater) and Jonathan O'Dea (Davidson) for the milestone announcement of the Northern
Beaches Hospital (NBH) at Frenchs Forest, which will utilise leading digital technologies to deliver the highest quality care.

The 423-bed NBH will provide both public and private services. The successful tenderer will be a private or not-for-profit hospital operator
with a proven record. The operator will enter into a long term contract with the NSW Government to deliver public services and the hospital
will remain part of the clinical network of the Northern Sydney Local Health District.

“This innovative model is a first in NSW, reflecting our commitment to doing things smarter to deliver better services to the people of our
state. Partnering with a private or not-for-profit hospital operator will allow the hospital to be built faster, delivering better value for the
taxpayers of NSW,” Mrs Skinner said.

The people of the northern beaches will have access to a purpose-built hospital constructed with state-of-the-art matenals and digital
technologies. It will provide surgical, medical, paediatric, obstetric and inpatient mental health services and will feature a large, modern
emergency deparment.

‘| am excited our outstanding staff will have the opportunity to work in a fabulous new facility, which will in turn aftract new staff of the highest
calibre,” Mrs Skinner said. "The Northern Beaches Hospital will be more than a hospital - it will be a centre of clinical excellence in health,
teaching and research.”

The NBH will see acute services relocated from Mona Vale Hospital and the ageing Manly Hospital. Mona Vale Hospital will be
redeveloped to provide complementary health services, including urgent care, sub-acute care and palliative care. Manly Hospital will close
when the NBH opens.

“The northern beaches population is growing and ageing at a rate which makes it vital we plan for the future health care needs,” Mrs
Skinner said. "The people of the northern beaches will have a purpose-built, centrally located hospital which will provide much greater
capacity and greater complexity of services.”

Mr Baird said: "For many years there has been talk of a new hospital for the northern beaches. Today it is clear the hospital is a reality and
people on the northern beaches will get access to a full range of medical services. The Morthern Beaches Hospital is the first major
investment in public health infrastructure on the northern beaches for decades, demonstrating yet again that the NSW Government is
getting on with the job of renewing infrastructure across our great state.”

Mr Hazzard welcomed the innovative model. "By delivering both public and private services, the Northern Beaches Hospital will give the
people of our community a level of choice they do not currently enjoy,” he said.

Mr Stokes said: | am pleased that Mona Vale Hospital will be redeveloped and will continue to play a vital role in providing quality care to
the people of our community, working in conjunction with the new Northern Beaches Hospital "

Mr O'Dea said the announcement of the EQI process was "a great milestone for the people of the northern beaches, who have long wanted
a new, state-of-the-art hospital to cater for their health needs, now and into the future”.

The NBH will be built in on a 6.5 hectare site bounded by Frenchs Forest Road West (north), Warringah Road (south), Wakehurst Parkway
(east) and the Forest High School (west). Early works will commence later this year. The tenderer will be identified in 2014, with main
building construction scheduled to start in 2015, Completion is due in 2018.

A reference group involving local councils, NSW Health, Roads and Maritime Services, Transport NSW and the Department of Planning
and Infrastructure has been established to resolve traffic and transport issues surrounding the site. Expressions of interest will open on
Friday May 10 and will be available at https://tenders.nsw.gov.au/

For further information on the Morthern Beaches Hospital go to www NEHSredev health.nsw.gov.al

Report by A J Guesdon. Photos by A J Guesdon and Michael Mannington.
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§ Pittwater: this year's Avalon Tattoo, is
= on June 15th, 2013. Each yearitis the
turn of one of our Services to present the
Challenge and this year it's our RAN

~ Cadets; To Prelude this we will look at
some of the long and varying links with the
MNavy Pittwater has had beginning with the -
Prospector Powder Hulk at Towler's Bay
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“"Come, Kangaroo, the good and true
. Foreshortened as to legs,
- " And body tapered like a churn,
' _ And sack marsupial, i’ fegs,
§ extracts from Mark Twain's (Samuel
Clement's) FOLLOWING THE EQUATOR
+ where to get a copy for yourselves
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Disclaimer: The content of editorials and Advertisements in this
FPublication have been provided by a number of independent
sources. Any opinions expressed are not necessarily those of
Pittwater Online News, and no responsibility is taken for the
accuracy of the information, or any factual errors contained within
items published. Readers should make their own enquiries directly
to any organisation or business prior to making any plans or taking
any action.
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INVOCATION.

"Come forth from thy oozy couch,
O Ornithorhynchus dearl

And greet with a cordial claw
The stranger that longs to hear

"From thy own lips the tale

Of thy origin all unknown:

Thy misplaced bone where flesh should be
And flesh where should be bone;

"And fishy fin where should be paw,
And beaver-trowel tail,

And snout of beast equip'd with teeth
Where gills ought to prevail.

"Come, Kangaroo, the good and true
Foreshortened as to legs,

And body tapered like a churn,

And sack marsupial, I' fegs,

"And tells us why you linger here,
Thou relic of a vanished time,

When all your friends as fossils sleep,
Immortalized in limel"

CHAPTER IX.
It is your human environment that makes climate.
—Pudd'nhead Wilson's New Calendar.

Sept. 15—Night. Close to Australia now. Sydney 50 miles distant.

That note recalls an experience. The passengers were sent for, to
come up in the bow and see a fine sight. It was very dark. One could
not follow with the eve the surface of the sea more than fifty yards in
any direction it dimmed away and became lost to sight at about that
distance from us. But if you patiently gazed into the darkness a little
while, there was a sure reward for you. Presently, a quarter of a mile
away you would see a blinding splash or explosion of light on the
water—a flash so sudden and so astonishingly brilliant that it would
make you catch your breath; then that blotch of light would instantly
extend itself and take the corkscrew shape and imposing length of
the fabled sea-serpent, with every curve of its body and the "break”
spreading away from its head, and the wake following behind its tail
clothed in a fierce splendor of living fire. And my, but it was coming
at a lightning gait! Almost before you could think, this monster of
light, fifty feet long, would go flaming and storming by, and suddenly
disappear. And out in the distance whence he came you would see
another flash; and another and another and another, and see them
turn into sea-serpents on the instant; and once sixteen flashed up at
the same time and came tearing towards us, a swarm of wiggling
curves, a maving conflagration, a vision of bewildering beauty, a
spectacle of fire and energy whose equal the most of those people
will not see again until after they are dead.

It was porpoises—porpoises aglow with phosphorescent light. They
presently collected in a wild and magnificent jumble under the bows,
and there they played for an hour, leaping and frollicking and
carrying on, turning summersaults in front of the stem or across it
and never getting hit, never making a miscalculation, though the
stem missed them only about an inch, as a rule. They were
porpoises of the ordinary length—eight or ten feet—but every twist
of their bodies sent a long procession of united and glowing curves
astern. That fiery jumble was an enchanting thing to look at, and we
stayed out the performance; one cannot have such a show as that
twice in a lifetime. The porpoise is the kitten of the sea; he never
has a serious thought, he cares for nothing but fun and play. But |
think | never saw him at his winsomest until that night. It was near a
center of civilization, and he could have been drinking.

By and by, when we had approached to somewhere within thirty
miles of Sydney Heads the great electric light that is posted on one
of those lofty ramparts began to show, and in time the little spark
grew to a great sun and pierced the firmament of darkness with a
far-reaching sword of light.

Sydney Harbor is shut in behind a precipice that extends some
miles like a wall, and exhibits no break to the ignorant stranger. It
has a break in the middle, but it makes so little show that even
Captain Cook sailed by it without seeing it. Near by that break is a
false break which resembles it, and which used to make trouble for
the mariner at night, in the early days before the place was lighted. It
caused the memorable disaster to the Duncan Dunbar, one of the
most pathetic tragedies in the history of that pitiless ruffian, the sea.
The ship was a sailing vessel; a fine and favorite passenger packet,
commanded by a popular captain of high reputation. She was due
from England, and Sydney was waiting, and counting the hours;
counting the hours, and making ready to give her a heart-stirring
welcome; for she was bringing back a great company of mothers
and daughters, the long-missed light and bloom of life of Sydney
homes; daughters that had been years absent at school, and
mothers that had been with them all that time watching over them. Of
all the world only India and Australasia have by custom freighted
ships and fleets with their hearts, and know the tfremendous
meaning of that phrase; only they know what the waiting is like when
this freightage is entrusted to the fickle winds, not steam, and what
the joy is like when the ship that is returning this treasure comes
safe to port and the long dread is over.

On board the Duncan Dunbar, flying toward Sydney Heads in the
waning afternoon, the happy home-comers made busy preparation,
for it was not doubted that they would be in the arms of their friends
before the day was done; they put away their sea-going clothes and
put on clothes meeter for the meeting, their richest and their
loveliest, these poor brides of the grave. But the wind lost force, or
there was a miscalculation, and before the Heads were sighted the
darkness came on. It was said that ordinarily the captain would have
made a safe offing and waited for the morning; but this was no
ardinary occasion; all about him were appealing faces, faces
pathetic with disappointment. S0 his sympathy moved him to try the
dangerous passage in the dark. He had entered the Heads
seventeen times, and believed he knew the ground. So he steered
straight for the false opening, mistaking it for the true one. He did
not find out that he was wrong until it was too late. There was no
saving the ship. The great seas swept her in and crushed her to
splinters and rubbish upon the rock tushes at the base of the
precipice. Not one of all that fair and gracious company was ever
seen again alive. The tale is told to every stranger that passes the
spot, and it will continue to be told to all that come, for generations;
but it will never grow old, custom cannot stale it, the heart-break that
15 in it can never perish out of it.
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For a few years now we've been recommending The Porject
Gutenberg as a great place to find the digitised classics of books
and biographies and histories that have long been out of print or, if
they were in a library, you would not be able to handle them due to
their rarity and fragility.

Besides reading masses of the Australian histories of NSW
Settlement for research in current weeks we also came across
FOLLOWING THE EQUATOR by Mark Twain (Samuel Clements)
an account of Mark Twain's round-t