Front Page Contents Park Bench Philosophers Profile of the Week History Children Youth Seniors Environment Food
Lynda Hill Community Mews Pictures Inbox News Books Events Artist of the Month Reflections DIY Hints Collector's Cormner
Past Features

About us Contact us

May 26 - June 1, 2013: Issue 112

Do You Want To Save Pittwater ?

COMMUNITY FORUM ON AMALGAMATION AND PLANNING

Pittwater Council is hosting a community forum on Tuesday 28 May to
discuss major state government reforms. The community forum is to
inform the community of the implications for Pittwater of the planning
‘White Paper” and proposed reform of NSV councils. Both reports
were released by the NSW government last month. The forum will take
place on Tuesday 28 May at Mona Vale Memorial Hall between
6.30pm and 8pm with Councillors and senior staff.

Mayor Jacqui Townsend said the proposed changes to planning and
local government were ‘the two greatest challenges to the Pittwater way
of life since the creation of the council in 1992 °

“The White Paper essentially puts development and growth ahead
of our environment,” the Mayor said. "The proposed changes directly
threaten our community’s vision statement which is "to be a vibrant
sustainable community of connected villages inspired by bush,
beach and water”.

“The planning changes could see up to 80% of DA’s approved without
any consultation, and buildings of up to 20 units built without notifying
neighbours.”

“The state government is attempting to bring in these changes by the
end of this year.”

The Mayor said the state government’s Independent Local Government
Review Panel has proposed the amalgamation of Pittwater with
Warringah and Manly councils. "This will create a northern beaches
council of 200,000 residents and reduce local representation for
Pittwater at a time it is needed mostl”

‘Owver-development and a lack of services and infrastructure were the
reasons this council was formed back in the 1990s. We are in danger of
going back to that situation with next to no local representation.”

‘| strongly recommend that local residents come to this forum and find
out what these changes mean for you and for our valued Pittwater
environment.”

The threat to Pittwater from these reforms

Proposed changes to planning laws mean:

— A shift from the current emphasis on “orderly development’ to one of "economic growth’

_ Reduced local protection of bushland, threatened species, coastal areas, waterways and building design

— Consultation about the future character of Pittwater driven by sub-regional boards representing up to 500,000 people - with only one
Pittwater representative

— Community consultation at the DA stage of development either eliminated or substantially reduced

_ Substantially reduced notification of developments to neighbours

C Sweeping powers for the NSW Minister of Planning, including allowing the approval of prohibited developments under so-called
‘compatibility certifi cates’

Proposed amalgamation of Pittwater with Warringah and Manly Councils means:

_ Greatly reduced local representation to ensure protection of Pittwater from over-development

_ Pittwater rates likely to increase due to higher land values than the rest of the northern beaches and the possible removal of rate-
pegging

_ Pittwater residents will no longer have an independent Council representing their interests

— A shift in spending on infrastructure to regional priorities elsewhere eg. Warringah Aquatic Centre upgrade; Dee Why Town Centre
Masterplan and community hub; Glen Street Theatre and Belrose library upgrade; PCYC at Dee Why

~ Reduced access to community and health services due to centralisation in other areas of the northern beaches eg. Dee Why/Brookvale
and Frenchs Forest

On Friday we asked Mayor Townsend about a few aspects of the proposed amalgamation people have been asking us about.

The Amalgamation is stated as being ‘proposed’. Does this mean it will not be going ahead unless they get a resounding yes’ from the
majaority of people?

Cr. Townsend: At this stage the State Government has stated there will be "no forced amalgamation of Councils™ and they will not be
moving from that until after the 2015 elections. The Independent Review Panel’'s report that is being done at present and will be
submitted to the Government in September, has a position of three into one, that is Manly, Warringah and Pittwater Councils be
made into one Morthern Beaches Council. That's what they're proposing at this time. That is the end position for the
Independent Panel.

VWhen they submit their report in September 2013 to the State Government it is up to the government on whether they're going to accept
that repaort in full or in part.

VWhat we need to do at this time is to inform the community that this is a current proposal and that they need to make submissions on that
proposal on what they want to see intheir area.

For people who aren’t confident on making or versing an articulate submission as an individual so they are clearly
understood, what should they do?

Let us know. Send what they want to say to me. We will be starting a Mayor’s Blog this week where they can talk to me or raise
any issues or concerns. \We can then take those submissions on board when we write our submission. Their voice will be heard by us.

At this stage we, the Council elected into office, need ta know what the community would like us to do when we write our submission. \50;
are they fully against it; are they against it in part; are there some of the refarms that they like; or do we request that the government
maintain their 'no forced amalgamations’ policy and let the community drive the Councils towards any reforms or changes froma grass
roots level rather then from the top down model.

People have stated to us in past years that they would prefer to go back to being part of Warringah as they think this will reduce
their Rates. Our perception, due to land values in Pittwater, is that they will actually rise. Is this true?

That is correct. If there was a reduction in rates this would also be accompanied by a drop In services.

Anyway you look at it we live in a unique area of Sydney. Our environment has been protected where still pristine to remain so. Restoration
projects of decades are bringing back to those areas in focus what they once had; clean water, thriving wetlands and all the native animals
that should be there. Where we live retains a village atmosphere, relaxed, calm, a balm after the workday week where you smile at each
other even f you have never met befare. We are open, friendly and have our eyes firmly set on a future that is inclusive for all and making
our place even better in any way we can.

Fittwater Council finally became a reality on 1 May 1992 a little over 21 years ago this month. We all went through a lot to become what
Fittwater i5 — independent, an casis of blue water and green lushness where what is raised locally is invested locally. Community
consultation has been an earmark of our current Council and those who served befare them.

As we commence our 21st year the proposed amalgamation and the White paper raise the real question such proposals infer:
Do you want to save Pittwater???

To find out more about the Planning White Paper or to lodge a submission at www planning.nsw.gov.au Information and lodgement of
submissions for the Independent Government Review Panel can be found at www_localgovernmentreview.nsw.gov.au

Pittwater Council’'s Community Forum
Councillors and senior staff discuss the reforms and take your questions. Find out how the reforms will affect you.
C” Tues 28 May - 6.30pm to 8pm - Mona Vale Memorial Hall 1 Park Street, Mona Vale

Show Your Support For Pittwater

Independent Local Government Review Panel Hearing

~” Tues 4 June - 5pm to 7pm - Warringah Council Chambers 725 Pittwater Road Dee Why

Pittwater Council is providing buses for residents wishing to attend.

Book online www _pittwater.nsw.gov.au’bus or phone 9970 1157.

Note - You must pre-register online if you wish to speak at the meeting at www _localgovernmentreview . nsw.gov.au
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Fittwater from Bayview Heights, 2013, Picture by A J Guesdaon.
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Articles This Week:
Do You Want to Save Pittwater ?

There are plans to Amalgamate Pittwater with Warringah and Manly
Councils to form one 'super-council’. There is a

very important Community Meeting you should attend on Tuesday,
May 28th at Mona Vale Memorial Hall (next to Library) at
6.30pm. We urge you to read this week's Front Page interview with
Mayor Jacqui Townsend and do all you can to attend or ensure your
voice is heard on this.

Friendly Toulouse Goose at Palm Beach - Yes! Pittwater has her
very own 'Mother Goose' - for Children

Timor Leste Independence Day Celebrations at Maria Regina
Avalon - 2013

Pictures: Hawkesbury River Wharves by Brian Friend (Friendly)

Artist of the Month for May 2013:. Chuck Bradley- Scotland Island
photographer with an exhibition at Manly Art Gallery

Profile: May 2013 - Northern Beaches
Organisation- Surfers Against Suicide

Previous Profiles:

Barton Lynch Shane Withington Commodaore Sloper Herminie
owainston Teresa Cutter Joanne Brigden-Jones Tamara Sloper
Harding Katie Spithill Chris Salisbury Doug Crane Henry
MacPhillamy Aim for the Stars Foundation Broken Bay Marine
Rescue Pittwater Environmental Foundation Rotary Club of
Pittwater Sophie Haythornthwaite Joan Fisher Mark Ferguson
Veteran Carolyn MckKay Christine Hopton lan White Jack
Elseqgood Robert Grace Colin Casey Bob Waterer The Surfers
Group The Palm Beach Yacht Club Pittwater Natural Heritage
Association Pittwater Friends of Soibada Pam Bayfield Denise
Casey Lynda Hill Belinda Grundy Paul Christie Neil Evers
Andrew Holder lan Curlewis Lange Theaory Phil Colman-Peter
Mitchell and Exploring tidal waters on Australia’s temperate coast
seoff Clarke Palm Beach Sailing Club The Bopulaters Pittwater
Camera Club Dragonfly Environmental Pittwater Community Hub
Pittwater Community Arts Hayley Turner Samantha Shaw Danielle
DuBois Mumpreneurs Neil Johnston Simon Hyland Paul Wheeler
lan McGiffen Brian Friend Pittwater Council Zonta Club of Morthern
Beaches Sydney Northern Beaches Symphonic Wind

Ensemble Bei Loon Dragon Boat Club Margaret Molloy

OAM Patricia Giles OAM Doreen Cherry Cindy Goode Milman
otephen Marr Bob Hamilton Simon Abboft Peter Rumble Graham
Spong Sailability Pittwater Mona Vale Hospital Auxiliary Avalon
Active Seniors Group MNorthern Beaches Orchestra Sonja Elwood
June Lahm Valerie Vickers Karen Draddy Betty King David
Hanley Les Ball Paul Webb Malo Legardinier E G Constructions
Integrity Candles Monatones The Narrabeen Lakes Ladies Probus
Club Inc. Nina Curtis Robyn McWiliam Gretel Pinniger Ted
Blackall Edwin Barnard Doug Elliott Anthony Patrick

Chandler Walter "Wal Wardle Avalon Beach RSL Fishing Club
Avalon Voices Surfing Mums Inc. Northern Beaches Social Riders
Stephanie Brown Judith Bennett Gemma Rasdall Gwynneth

Ross Peter Verrills Tom Gilbert Tony Carr Gwenyth Sneesby
Bobbie Squire Philip Bond Save Mona Vale Hospital Committee
Southern Cross Wildlife Care Wingala Lapidary Club

History: May 2013 - The NAVY in
__Pittwater: this year's Avalon Tattoo, is
on June 15th, 2013. Each year it is the
turn of one of our Services to present the

= . jets: To Prelude this we will look at
' S some of the long and varying links with the
Naw Navy League Sea Cadets In Pittwater

Previous History Pages:

Marie Byles Lucy Gullett Kookoomailigal Frank Hurley Archpriest JJ
Therry Sir Patrick Gordon Taylor Bowen Bungaree W. Bradley 1788
Journal Midholme Loggan Rock Cabin La Corniche La Corniche

Il Lion Island Bungan Beach Botham Beach Scarred Trees Castles
In the Sand Dame Nellie Melba lunches at Bilgola Spring, 1914
First to Fly in Australia at North Narrabeen Mona Vale Golf Club's
Annual Balls Governor Phillip camps on Resolute Beach Ruth
Bedford Jean Curlewis Maollie Horseman Charlotte Boutin May
Moore Neville W Cayley Leon Houreux Frederick Wymark Sir
Adrnian Curlewis Bilgola Heron Cove Mullet Creek Shark Point
Woodley's Cottage A Tent at The Basin Collin's Retreat-Bay View
House-Scott's Hotel Bilgola Cottage and House The First Pittwater
Regatta Women Cricketers Picnic Filmed In Pittwater Governor
Phillip's Barrenjoey Cairn Waradiel Season The Church at Church
Point Governor Phillip’s Exploration of Broken Bay, 2 — 9 March
1788 Petroglyths: Aboriginal Rock Art on the Northern Beaches
Avalon Headland Landmarks Steamers Part| Pittwater Aquatic
Club Part| Woody Point Yacht Club Royal Motor Yacht Club Part |
Dorothea Mackellar Elaine Haxton Neva Carr Glynn Margaret
Mulvey Jean Mary Daly Walter Oswald Watt Wilirid Kingsford
omith John William Cherry George Scotty Allan McCarrs Creek
MNarrabeen Creek Careel Creek Currawong Beach Creek
Bushrangers at Pittwater Smuggling at Broken Bay An lllicit Still at
McCarr's Creek The Murder of David Foley Mona Vale Outrages
Avalon Camping Ground Bayview Koala Sanctuary Ingleside
Powder Works Palm Beach Golf Course Awvalon Sailing Club
Mona Vale Surf Life Saving Club Palm Beach SLSC Partl - The
oheds Warnewood SLSC Whale Beach SLSC Flagstafi

Hill Mount Loftus Pill Hill Sheep Station Hill 'S5 Florrie S5 Phoenix
and General Gordon Paddlewheeler MV Reliance The Elvina
Florida House Careel House Ocean House and Billabong Melrose
-The Green Frog The Small Yacht Cruising Club of Pittwater Canoe
and | Go With The Mosqguito Fleet - 1696 Pittwater Reqgattas Part | -
Dates and Flagships to 1950 Shark Incidents In Pittwater The
Kalori Church Point Wharf Bayview Wharf Newpaort Wharf Palm
Beach Jetty - Gow's Wharf Max Watt Sir Francis Anderson Mark
Foy John Roche Albert Verrills Broken Bay Customs Station At
Barrenjoey Broken Bay \Water Police Broken Bay Marine Rescue -
Volunteer Coastal Patrol Pittwater Fire-Boats Prospector Powder
Hulk at Towler's Bay Naval Visits to Pittwater 1788-1952
Pittwater's Tarpedo Wharf and Range

Park Bench Philosopher. Forgotten
or misplaced Australian Poets: Australia
by Henry Halloran; civil servant and poet,
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% News From Our InboX The Ovens -
3 Avalon NSW, Do Salamanders' Immune
. Systems Hold the Key to Regeneration?,
,q,a Apps4Broadband Hack Day: new competition to
e create innovative applications and services,
South West Corner- Around Australia Mo 1,
Practice Makes Perfect? Not 5o Much, New Research Finds,
Immune Protein Could Stop Diabetes in lts Tracks, Australia's most
beautiful beach - Whale Beach, How Do | Land?, Printing
Australia’s largest solar cells, Visual Search Function: Where
Scene Context Happens in Our Brain, Bilgola Beach Sunrise
Time Lapse, "Whodunnit' of Irish Potato Famine Solved, Beer
Thongs, He's Just A Little Boy, Full moon rises over Narrabeen
Lakes Health papers published this week: Aggressive
Behavior Linked Specifically to Secondhand Smoke Exposure in
Childhood; Early-Life Traffic-Related Air Pollution Exposure Linked
to Hyperactivity; Compound in Mediterranean Diet Makes Cancer
Cells 'Mortal’; Echolocation: Blind People Have the Potential to Use
Their 'Inner Bat' to Locate Objects, Study Finds; Timing of Cancer
Radiation Therapy May Minimize Hair Loss; Leading Explanations
for Whooping Cough's Resurgence Don't Stand Up to Scrutiny;
Breakup of Physician, Drug Company Relationship Could Improve
Health Care, Cut Cost; Link Between Childhood ADHD and Obesity
Revealed in First Long-Term Study

B Events: Northern Beaches MUsic

=™ Festival, Artists Trail 2013, U3A Events,
= \T Forum, PB Market, Baby Animals and

B Tin Sparrow at Mona Vale, Vivid Festival

e 2013, Aboriginal Forum at Narrabeen,

& Avalon RSL- Karoke Warld

Championships, Sydney Film
Festival, Psychic at Pittwater RSL, Paddling-Walking, ANMM
Exhibitions and Kids Events, RMYC Events, Pittwater Camera
Club, FoNLC Activities and much much more.

} Food: Pumpkin: What would Autumn be
like without enjoying these golden
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B Community News: AWARDS NIGHT TO
a8 HONOUR RFS, National Sorry Day Today,
o2 Fittwater Camera Clubs Shirley Fealy Creative
Trophy - 2013, Mullet Creek Bush Care Day,
Friendly Goose Man, Ocean Series 2013,
Modernising the Seacare Scheme, Fittwater
Business Ltd "What we are about”, RFS Community Bushfire
Meeting, Manly Food, Wine & Sustainability Festival, Australian
Sailing Team, How to Access Historical Online Records, Pittwater
Challenge 2013, Police across Australia launch Operation
Unification, Future of boating on Sydney Harbour open for public
comment, Awards For Public Sector Excellence,
RECONCILIATION WEEK 2013 - 27 MAY — 3 JUNE 2013,
EXHIBITION OF LONG RANGE PLANS CLOSING SOON,
LIBRARY FINES TO AID STREET MISSION, BUSINESSES CAN
CONNECT AT JOBSHED, World Environment Day 2013,
screening in Avalon for REFUGEE WEEK, The Zonta Club of
MNorthern Beaches needs your help to pack 3000 birthing kits,
Future of boating on Sydney Harbour open for public comment,
SCWC May 2013 Critters of the Month - Theodore and
Blossom - Orphaned babies, Sydney Writers Festival, Funding
Opportunity For Local Fishing Groups, CAREEL CREEK FLOOD
STUDY ON EXHIBITION, COMMEMORATE SORRY DAY AT
NORTH NARRABEEN, Our Councils Naotices, Fed. Govt. Media
Releases this week and more

s Environment, Pittwater Environment

=X Stories this week: Friendly Toulouse
Goose at Palm Beach, World Environment
& Day 2013 in Pittwater - Food Matters, Black
Swans feed Koi Fish, Earth's Mantle
Affects Long-Term Sea-Level Rise
Estimates, Roots of Future Tropical Rainfall,
PNHA June Birdwatching & monitoring, Warriewood
Wetlands: Winter Birds, Why We Need to Put the Fish Back
Into Fisheries, CAREEL CREEK FLOOD STUDY ON
EXHIBITION, Long-term warming, short-term variability: why
climate change is still an issue, nternational Day for
Biological Diversity 2013 - Aboriginal water values and
management in northern Australia, COOEE May 2013,
FishMap, New App for Gardeners, local Environment groups, and
arganisations.

gif Lynda Hill: Update 25.5.13. Keeping One's
i Counsel Versus Letting It all OQut: May's Partial
Lunar Eclipse

Pictures: Hawkesbury River Wharves
by Brian Friend (Friendly)

Children: For you this week: Friendly
Toulouse Goose at Palm Beach - Yes!|
Pittwater has her very own 'Mother Goose'
and Timor Leste Independence Day
Celebrations at Maria Regina Primary
School Avalon - 2013,

ch, The A-B
-C of Aviation, Pathé Baby 9,5mm transfer (1925), Miniatur
Wunderland - largest model railway, PITTWATER SHORT
STORY COMPETITION, Eyes onthe sun-(NEW STUDY: small
children under six years of age should spend at least 10 hours a
week outdoors in the sunshine), Peninsula CommUNITY of
Schools Art Exhibition, Frank Sinatra & Eddie Hodges - High
Hopes. Mona Vale Library - Young Runarounds! Aboriginal
Dreamtime Story - Based on an Aboriginal Dreamtime story of
Waatji Pulyeri (the Blue Wren), A History of Sydney's

Streets, Triple Zero Kids' Challenge, OUT LOUD - singing for
kids! Festival of Small Hands 2013, LET'S READ NATIONAL
EARLY LITERACY CAMPAIGN, Picture Books Online,
Children’s Storytime at Mona Vale Library

Youth: Surfers Against Suicide Profile,
S Pittwater High School Apples at Stlves
TR Shnw 2013, Why Walk when you can

e “-'m'-ﬁ Imk;ed to Iess sleep, OCCY x KELLY SLATER
,_.F; d ~ INTERVIEW by FuelTV Australia, Lime Cordiale
B - NEW Single, Back-Me-Up poll, An Ancient
" Underground Oasis, Top 10 New Species of

: S 2012, Major Expansion for headspace, $6.1
million to k;| ck-start careers, Geography joins the new Australian
Curriculum landscape, INAUGURAL NATIONAL YOUTH AWARDS
NOW OPENI, Triple your Jays hottest 100 over 20 years,
PITTWATER SHORT STORY COMPETITION, Authar Talks at
Mona Vale Library - Andrew Tink, Luminosity youth conference,
Latte and Lawn Art, National History Competition, Dorothea
Mackellar Poetry Awards - 2013, Surfing Goat, Year 13: have
questions?Get answers, The ECO. Clean Beach Initiative is
looking for Australia’s most passionate ECO. Warrior to be
the face of its movement! Interested? New Facebook Page for
young bands on the Northern Beaches, Mona Vale
Library - Duke of Edinburgh Awards.

| Seniors; DO YOU WANT TO SAVE
PITTWATER?, Yearly tests for older
S drivers, Friendly's Pictorial of Hawkesbury

Wharves, Computer Tips, Real women,
g DIGIT,&LL GRAPHICS IN MDVIES, lced

=== ¢ lture: Week Four Caﬂberra Canberra

is 100 years young this Year, Health Papers published this week:
Fay Attention: How We Focus and Concentrate; Drug Reverses
Alzheimer's Disease Deficits in Mice; Cinnamon Compound Has
Potential Ability to Prevent Alzheimer's; Molecular Trigger for
Alzheimer's Disease Idennﬂed 2013 COTA NSW Survey,

. How to
make symbols using your keyboard, National Seniors L|terar’_»,r Frize
2013, local Support and Education Activities.

gt Community Clubs: Updates on Activities
g € and links to sites.

Artist of the Month: May 2013 Chuck
Bradley- Scotland Island photographer with an
exhibition at Manly Art Gallery

=

== Reflections: by George Repin. This
: ;_i-- week; AZZALIN ORLANDO ROMANO AND

DIY Hints: Growing Your Own Winter
4 Vegetables by Paul Johnson

Collector's Corner: Layered Bark

Picture of Sleepy Bay, Tasmania — by
Weeta Wilkinson, of Dee Why, 1965;
Australia’s 3D Colonial Art

" Books: The Little Fairy Sister, A Boy Like
' Me, Lani's Story, The Lucky Culture, Secret
- Life of James Cook, David Rivett - Fighter
- for Australian Science (FREE), Ecology of
Australian Freshwater Fishes, Flora of the
Otway Plain and Ranges 2 - Daisies, Heaths,
.1 Peas, Saltbushes, Sundews, Wattles and
. Other Shrubby and Herbaceous
¢ Dicotyledons

Old Books: - May 2013

Handbook to The birds of Australia (1865) by John Gould and
Australia unlimited (19187?) by Edwin James Brady READ
THESE WORKS ON THE SITE- ONLINE

Disclaimer: The content of editonals and Advertisements in this Publication
have been provided by a number of independent sources. Any opinians
expressed are not necessarly those of Pittwater Online News, and no
responsibility is taken for the accuracy of the information, or any factual errors
contained within items published. Readers should make their own enquiries
directly to any organisation or business prior to making any plans or taking any
action.
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Friendly Toulouse Goose of Palm Beach - Pittwater's Own Mother Goose

On Monday afternoon we visited our Uncle Friendly at Palm Beach wharf around the time a wild goose he knows visits him to receive a
small treat each week. Friendly whistled and called the goose and her friends came too, flapping across the water from beneath
Observation Point to where he was on the wharf. Pretty amazing when a wild bird knows you, remembers you and recognises your voice.

_———————— TR | < f~ Tl—iﬂl *‘lr
- ‘I = o : L I_'
L . e L

e
= e

L& iBe:

i

i WA

The Toulouse Goose and her duck Friends flap across water to us
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Friendly gave the goose and her companions a few cold chips, just the thing really for these birds are vegetarians and usually feed, apart
from on discarded chips left by those who buy their fish and chips from Palm Beach, on weeds and seeds and other natural fodder.
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VWhen we went home we did some looking around and found that this
particular goose is a Toulouse Goose and one of the oldest kind of geese e
there are:

The Toulouse is a breed of domesticated goose originating near Toulouse,
France. ltis a large bird, with a weight of up to 9 kg, and is known for its
ponderous appearance and large dewlaps. The original grey coloured
breed is a very old one and the name has been recorded back as far as
1555, The breed was first brought to the United Kingdom by Lord Derby in
1840, who imported some of them to England, and from then onwards the
French Toulouse were used as breeding stock with the consequence that by 8
1694, English breeders had produced a massive bird. Geese are waterfowl E#
belonging to the tribe Anserini of the family Anatidae. This tribe comprises
the genera Anser (the grey geese), Branta (the black geese) and Chen (the
white geese). A number of other birds, mostly related to the shelducks, have &
"goose" as part of their name. More distantly related members of the
Anatidae family are swans, most of which are larger than true geese, and
ducks, which are smaller.

The bird generally has a placid disposition, with the consequence that it
doesn't thrive in flocks of mixed breeds. Maore aggressive geese will greatly
distress the Toulouse, putting it off mating and sometimes resulting in its
losing out at the feeding trough. These are very domesticated birds, easily
bewildered by more active breeds. They do not need a pond. However,
being waterfowl, they love bathing and playing in water and will also mate in
water. They are not great wanderers, preferring to stay close to home,
making them ideal for a large garden or orchard, where they will thrive.
Individual geese vary and will thrive in mixed flocks and prefer to follow
around smaller ducks as opposed to other geese. Ganders (boys) are maore
defensive then geese (girls) but usually only when protecting eggs or young.
Geese become excited and noisy when confronted by intruders or strange
sounds. They respond by making a hissing sound, and for this reason make
good ‘watch dogs/birds’.

Toulouse goose. (2013, May 19). In Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia.
Retrieved from hitp://fen.wikipedia.org/w/index_php?
title=Toulouse goose&oldid=555823479

Geese may not be seen too frequently in Pittwater now that we are no longer a farming community but from early times they were in
Australia and the Toulouse Goose has long been considered the biggest and the best and has been part of our history. Geese are not only
very intelligent birds they will, if raised by hand, make excellent pets and excellent "guard birds’.

Prize 136-For best gander and goose, £1, Mr. A. T. Holroyd (Toulouse geese, imported). HUNTER RIWVER AGRICULTURAL AND
HORTICULTURAL ASSOCIATION. (1863, May 12). The Maitland Mercury & Hunter River General Advertiser (NSW 1843 - 1893), p. 2.
Retrieved from hitp2/nla.gov.au/nla.news-aricle18695341

One interesting side note in Australia’s own ‘geese’ stories is a 1967 coinn that has been|
nicknamed the ‘Goose dollar’ by those who collect coins (nuministics) even though the
design of this rare coin is meant to portray a swan. When decimal currency was to be
introduced in 1966 (changing from punds and pence to dollars and cents), collectors weres
surprised to learn that a one dollar coin would not be included in the new issues. S0, in
1965 the Australian Coin Review magazine ran a competition and the winning entry
submitted to the Australian government. When this coin was rejected by the authorities,
competition organizers decided to have it minted privately . In 1967 it was engraved and
struck by John Pinches medallists of London. The design, by Andor Meszaros features a
swan with Australia 1967 on the obverse and wattle with 100 (cents) printed on the
reverse. On the obverse (swan side) at approximately 4 o'clock right next to the rim are
the designers initials which may be mistaken as a scuff on the coin surface.

There were 1200 specimen uncirculated silver coins issued that featured a milled edge,
750 proof pieces with a plain edge and 10 gold with the plain edge. The silver proof was
ariginally available at $13.50 while the silver uncirculated examples were $10. All coins
were originally issued in a maroon coloured case inscribed with "Australian Pattern
Crown" inside the lid and in the case for the proafs, the waord "proof” was added. Only
1500 coins of these uncirculated coins were made.

The big goose story of course, apart from Friendly’s connection with this particular Toulouse Goose, who clearly knows and loves him, is
the Mother Goose stories which are older then you may think. These too stemmed originally from France and a Frenchman and most
probably were inspired by Toulouse Geese, who is considered placid, and the fact that some of these mother geese will lay between 20-
40 eggs. Now, that's a lot of children or "goslings’|

Mamed by many as initiator (originator) of the literary fairy tale genre,
Charles Perrault (left), published in 1695 under the name of his son a
collection of fairy tales Histoires ou contes du temps passes, avec
des moralites, which grew better known under its subtitle, Contes de
ma mere ['Qyeor (Tales of My Maother Goose). Perrault's publication
marks the first authenticated starting-point for Maother Goose stories.

In 1729 there appeared an English translation of Perrault's collection,
Robert Samber's Histories or Tales of Past Times, Told by Mother

Goose (London, 1729), which introduced Sleeping Beauty, Little Soro £C attie Chal

Red Riding Hood, Puss in Boots, Cinderelfa and other Perrault

5 i : K 2 |"r-' . '.|l'.|-l"ir .":r'-'.'
tales to English-speaking audiences. Yes, all your favourite fairy tales 3;"'
were written for a little French boy over 400 years ago! L&22dl
Right: A page from a late (1685) 17th century handwritten and illustrated version of ; f *’ (L cterrearer sre faed . onr
Charles Perraults Contes de ma meére 'Oye, depicting Puss in Boots : Rt S e
P ,I' By Fodt s dr Ll AF ofs J
Mother Goose has also been used a way to describe a country lady, trord enfand gu bl auotl guc.
usually with a large "brood’ of children who just loves and loves them and is in tune with the S preeeeluee  Siv dvie s el
natural world that she can share its wonders with them and help them learn about all in the world Son chat led pravtages furent
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and its seasons by walking with them and speaking about it; much like a real mother goose
who takes her children with her everywhere unfil they're ready to fly off and make their own
homes.
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Toulouse Goose with some of her duck friends.

Report and Pictures by A J Guesdon. Huge thanks to Brian Friend (Friendly), 2013.
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Timor Leste Independence Day at Maria Regina Primary
School Avalon — May 20th, 2013

On Monday 20th of May, the 11th Anniversary of Timor Leste’s Independence Day, we attended the Liturgy Service
and activities the schoolchildren of Maria Regina Primary School at Avalon undertake to celebrate and support their
fellow schoolchildren in Soibada. A day filled with classroom and playground activities, such as learning "Catching
prawns’ and other traditional dances this year with Leila Dos Santos, singing songs in Tetun and creating artworks
based on these form part of Timor Leste Independence Day celebrations at the school. Children may also purchase
small handcrafts made in Pittwater or by Soibada people, fund raising activities that allow them to participate in
investing in the various projects of friendship with their sister school in Timor Leste. The children dressed in the
colours of Timor Leste, some with special t-shirts they'd created just for this day.

SOIBADA
SISTERS

Aftending this year were children from Sacred Heart School at Mona Vale and their Social Justice Committee
representatives. These children are hoping to establish a similar link with a sister school in Timor Leste we asked
one of these children if he liked what he thought of what he'd seen and heard so far after the Liturgy Service the
school captains and other children speak at this year and he said he really like it, that it ‘made me think’.
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Also attending were the Consul-General of Timor Leste, Her Excellency Maria Jose Dedesus and Brother Darius — Assistant Priest of the
Catholic Parish. Her Excellency read the School Prayer in Tetun this year, a language many at the school are becoming very good at.

Children from Sacred Heart Primray - Maona Vale

It is extracts from addresses by schoolchildren Bella Taylor, Jayden Haselbach, Vaughan Harding, Ethan Heyes we share this year. Their
Inspirational messages at the Liturgy Service give an insight into how little people can do big things;

VWelcome to our school.

20th of May 2013 is a very important day in the history of our friends in Timor Leste. Eleven years ago Timor Leste won their right to
become an Independent Mation.

Today we celebrate Freedom and Friendship. We especially celebrate Maria Regina’s and the Pittwater community’s growing friendship
with Timor Leste and the people of Soibada. The people who have come to join us today in our Liturgy is a testament to that growing
friendship.

Timar Leste, or as it used to be called East Timar, is one of Australia’s closet neighbours and is located narth of our nation.

For over four hundred and fifty years East Timor has been ruled by foreign powers such as Portugal and Indonesia. After a long struggle
the east Timorese people were allowed to vote for Independence. This meant they were finally given the opportunity to say whether they
wanted to elect their own government or remain being ruled by Indonesia.

S0 onthe 20th of May 2002 the people of East Timor were finally allowed their freedom and independence. Today they continue to rebuild
their young nation promaoting respect, peace and harmaony.

The Pittwater Community’s commitment to assisting Timor Lest began right here at Maria Regina Primary School. With the support of
Pittwater Parish, other local churches and that of Pitwtaer Council it has grown to encompass the community.

It is our goal here at Maria Regina to ensure the children in Soibada get the most out of their education. The money that we raise from days

like today help to buy school supplies and food for the local orphanage.
The children then watched a short video made by David Haythornthwaite as a prelude to
the children presenting this year's Liturgy asking them about differences they noticed
between the life of the children in Soibada and their own in Avalon. Observations, apart
from noticing that the language and houses were different, were; there is no floors in

) some of the classrooms, just stone; the foilets are not nice; some of the children do not

have a blanket that the children didnt care what colour blanket they received, they were
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just happy to get one; that they dont have the food we have.
The address continued:

One of the issues there is the problem of hunger. Without enough food the children cannot
concentrate at school and their learning is severely hampered. 50 children live in the
convent with a nun. Each day they need a bag of rice to feed them. One bag of rice costs
only $20 but sometimes there is not enough money even for that.

If there is money for food a general day will involve eating:

Rice water for breakfast

Rice soup for lunch

Rice for dinner

o

That is why we celebrate this special day with a simple rice lunch.

A typical day for Soibada children involves waking up, taking your one set of clothing off
your hook, helping the younger children get dressed. Walking 20 minutes with a jerry can
to collect water; if you are thirsty you can not just go to the tap as there is no running water.
You can imagine that this jerry can would get quite heavy on the 20 minute walk home.
Mext you would have to prepare breakfast then clean up before heading off to Mass. All
this before 6. 30amll

School is also very Different!!!
School is just a few hours as there is not enough teachers or schoolrooms for all of the students. After school you would head back to the

lessaons.
Reflection — Social Justice Team

Today we turn our thoughts to Timor Leste as we celebrate with them their newly found freedom and Independence. Today is also a time to
reflect on our own lives and to be grateful for all of the good in our lives.

VWe are all the same._.. we have the same need for food and water as the hungry and thirsty person, but since we are rarely denied these
basics we may take them for granted.

Living a fortunate life as we do, we may grow dulled to the tremendous gifts we are granted each day. VWhen what we have is threatened,
we may cherish it more. It is not until we experience danger that we beqgin to truly understand the gift of safety.

Take time this week, maybe every week, to consider the good in your life. What are you grateful for that you may have taken for granted?

As you eat your food, consider your good fortune to have it.

As you take a sip of water, give thanks that it is so plentiful in your life.

As yvou greet your loved ones, appreciate the gift of their health and safety.

As you turn on a light,

Snuggle into bed,

Or watch TV ... consider how fortunate you are to have these luxuries in your life.

Think about your lives and the lives of those who have none of what you enjoy. Open your heart.
Be grateful for your freedom and material comfort and consider how you might share your treasure.
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We close this year with the Prayer for the Faithful read. It states what so many of us wish for the people of Timor Leste and for all;

Prayers of the Faithful

VWe pray for peace and harmany in our world, especially in Timor Leste, as it continues to grow and develop as a nation.

VWe pray for all our world leaders. May our loving God continue to work through them, so that they lead through their example of love,
acceptance and respect for their people.

For More information or to get involved in this Community Project See: Pittwater Friends of Soibada

-5 w.-r ¥

: Lﬁ# a s

o
=

" _—
-
e -
AW a4 - \ e AN
Left to right: Tamara Sloper Harding, chairlady Pittwater Friends of soibada, Brother Darius, the Consul-General of Timar Leste, Her Excellency Maria Jose DeJesus
Above: Learning Traditional dances with Leila Dos Santos. Below: Those who danced |
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simple Rice lunch - picture by Peta Wise.
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Australia
by Henry Halloran

It is not that our heaven is bright

With stars, which through the fragrant night,
Shine, like uncounted waorshippers

Of the great Source of Light.

It is not that our balmy air

Makes it a vital joy, to share

In the sweet breathing of the hills,
As of a world in prayer;--

It is not that our valleys hold

The means of life, for manifold

And various creatures-man and beast--
Or the red-treasured gold:--

It is not that rapt Beauty seems,

As in a world of fairy dreams,

To mould the Daughters of the land
For bards' and painters' themes.--

Nor that our sons, would they disdain
The soul-corroding thirst of gain,
And look on glory, as on heaven,
Would never look in vain;

That we this favoured land should prize,
Or walk with proud and grateful eyes,
Blessing the Great All-Bountiful

For this new Paradise;

But for a guerdon, free from ill,

That we, with just and righteous will,
May frame a state of things to win--
The Soul of Freedom still;

That far abave, the clamorous cry
Of an insane Democracy --

Or Tyranny, more maonstrous still --
Utopia may try;

May so adjust the wheels and weights,
And balance all the mixed estates,
That each shall share with equal pride,
The freedom that elates--

That makes man, with an upright heart,
Take in the world his lofty part --

The Christian walking through the flames,
And dreading not the dart!

Oh, God 1 if one, a castaway

From hope-almost from heaven-may pray;
His first, his last, one prayer would be
From maorn to evening grey,--

That his adopted land may be,
Great in her glory-wise and free--
God-fearing, just, and terrible
Alike by land and sea.

First published in The Sydney Morning Herald, T May 1864

Park Bench Philosophers

We welcome contributions from all Pittwater residents in the
form of anecdotes, memories, stories, poems or even matters
you'd like to see addressed or changed in our area.

If you have something you'd like to share, something you'd
like to start a discussion about, or even just a poem or story
from yesterday or today we want to hear from you.

Contact us at: pittwateronlinenews@live.com.au

Please note that Pittwater Online News does not endorse any
of the content of works contributed. Articles which contain
swearing or may offend others will not be accepted. Please
note that all works are posted unedited; you are the author,
this is your page. Word Limit: 2000,
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Henry Halloran (1811-1893),
civil servant and poet, was
born on 6 April 1811 at Cape
Town, son of Laurence
Halloran and Lydia Anne, née
Hall{?). After some years in
England he went to Sydney
with his maother in 1822
Educated at his father's
school, in 1827 he became a
clerk in the Survey
Department. In 1841 he
married Elizabeth Henriefta,
daughter of Joseph
Underwood. He became chief
clerk and in 18329 supervised
the merger of the Crown
Lands Office with the Survey
Department.

A close friend and correspondent of Henry Parkes Halloran in 1841
promised to subscribe to a volume of poetry that Parkes hoped to
publish. From the 1840s Halloran's own verses were published in
newspapers and magazines. Accepted in Sydney's literary circles,
he encouraged young writers and was reputed to have found
Henry Kendall a job in the Colonial Secretary's Department. 'A
scholar as well as a poet’, his work was admired by Daniel Deniehy
who considered some of his verses remarkable for their classic
grace' and 'ma