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Happy Mother's Day 2013 - Flowers For all Mums
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Flower Panels and Photos by A J Guesdon, May 11th, 2013.
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Articles This Week:
Mullet Care Bush Care Project Update

DIY Hints: Growing Your Own Winter Vegetables by Paul Johnson
Pacific Black Duck Bath - a delight for the eyesl

Eastern Rosella - and a little more about our progression to
protecting our birds instead of exporting them or decimating them.

swamp Mahogany Flowering - our Mother's Day 2013 flowers

Artist of the Month for May 2013: Chuck Bradley- Scotland Island
photographer with an exhibition at Manly Art Gallery

Profile: May 2013 - Pittwater
Organisations: Southern Cross Wildlife
Care - saving all sick, injured and
orphaned wildlife under our southern
skies

Previous Profiles:

Barton Lynch Shane Withington Commodaore Sloper Herminie
Swainston Teresa Cutter Joanne Brigden-Jones Tamara Sloper
Harding Katie Spithill Chris salisbury Doug Crane Henry
MacPhillamy Aim for the Stars Foundation Broken Bay Marine
Rescue Pittwater Environmental Foundation Rotary Club of
Piftwater Sophie Haythornthwaite Joan Fisher Mark Ferquson
Veteran Carolyn MckKay Christine Hopton lan White Jack
Elseqgood Robert Grace Colin Casey Bob Waterer The Surfers
Group The Palm Beach Yacht Club Pittwater Natural Heritage
Association Pittwater Friends of Soibada Pam Bayfield Denise
Casey Lynda Hill Belinda Grundy Paul Christie Neil Evers
Andrew Holder lan Curlewis Lange Theory Phil Colman-Peter
Mitchell and Exploring tidal waters on Australia’s temperate coast
Geoff Clarke Palm Beach Sailing Club The Bopulaters Pittwater
Camera Club Dragonfly Environmental Pittwater Community Hub
Pittwater Community Arts Hayley Turner Samantha Shaw Danielle
DuBois Mumpreneurs Neil Johnston Siman Hyland Paul Wheeler
lan McGiffen Brian Friend Pittwater Council Zonta Club of Morthern
Beaches Sydney Northern Beaches Symphonic Wind

Ensemble Bei Loon Dragon Boat Club Margaret Molloy

OAM Patricia Giles OAM Doreen Cherry Cindy Goode Milman
Stephen Marr Bob Hamilton Simon Abboft Peter Rumble Graham
Spaong Sailability Pittwater Mona Vale Hospital Auxiliary Avalon
Active Seniors Group Narthern Beaches Orchestra Sonja Elwood
June Lahm Valerie Vickers Karen Draddy Betty King David
Hanley Les Ball Paul Webb Malo Legardinier E G Constructions
Inteqrity Candles Monatones The Narrabeen Lakes Ladies Probus
Club Inc. Nina Curtis Robyn McWiliam Gretel Pinniger Ted
Blackall Edwin Barnard Doug Elliott Anthony Patrick

Chandler Walter "Wal Wardle Avalon Beach RSL Fishing Club
Avalon Voices Surfing Mums Inc. Northern Beaches Saocial Riders
Stephanie Brown Judith Bennett Gemma Rasdall Gwynneth

Ross Peter Verrills Tom Gilbert Tony Carr Gwenyth Sneesby
Bobbie Squire Philip Bond Save Mona Vale Hospital Commitiee
Southern Cross Wildlife Care

i History: May 2013 - The NAVY in

2 Pittwater: this year's Avalon Tattoo, is

& on June 15th, 2013. Eachyear it is the
turn of one of our Services to present the

W Challenge and this year it's our RAN
Cadets; To Prelude this we will look at
some of the long and varying links with the
Mavy - Royal Navy and Royal Australian
MNavy Ships Visit Pittwater and Broken Bay — Training Days,
Fleet Exercises and the Love of the Navy

Previous History Pages:

Marie Byles Lucy Gullett Kookoomagiligal Frank Hurley Archpriest JJ
Therry Sir Patrick Gordon Taylor Bowen Bungaree W. Bradley 1788
Journal Midholme Loggan Rock Cabin La Caorniche La Corniche

Il Lion Island Bungan Beach Botham Beach Scarred Trees Castles
In the Sand Dame MNellie Melba lunches at Bilgola Spring, 1914
First to Fly in Australia at North Narrabeen Mona Vale Golf Club's
Annual Balls Governar Phillip camps on Resolute Beach Ruth
Bedford Jean Curlewis Mollie Horseman Charlotte Boutin May
Moore Neville VW Cayley Leon Houreux Frederick Wymark Sir
Adrian Curlewis Bilgola Heron Cove Mullet Creek Shark Point
Woodley's Cottage A Tent at The Basin Collin's Retreat-Bay View
House-5Scott's Hotel Bilgola Cottage and House The First Pittwater
Regatta Women Cricketers Picnic Filmed In Pittwater Governor
Phillip's Barrenjoey Cairn Waradiel Season The Church at Church
Point Governor Phillip’s Exploration of Broken Bay, 2 — 9 March
1788 Petroglyths: Aboriginal Rock Art on the Northern Beaches
Avalon Headland Landmarks Steamers Part| Pittwater Aquatic
Club Part| Woody Point Yacht Club Royal Motor Yacht Club Part |
Dorothea Mackellar Elaine Haxton Neva Carr Glynn Margaret
Mulvey Jean Mary Daly Walter Oswald Watt Wilfrid Kingsford
omith John William Cherry George Scotty Allan McCarrs Creek
MNarrabeen Creek Careel Creek Currawong Beach Creek
Bushrangers at Pittwater Smuggling at Broken Bay An lllicit Still at
McCarr's Creek The Murder of David Foley Mona Vale Outrages
Avalon Camping Ground Bayview Koala Sanctuary Ingleside
Powder Works Palm Beach Golf Course Awvalon Sailing Club
Mona Vale Surf Life Saving Club Palm Beach SL5SC Partl - The
oheds Warriewood SLSC Whale Beach SLSC Flagstaff

Hill Mount Loftus Pill Hill Sheep Station Hill 'S5 Florrie S5 Phoenix
and General Gordon Paddlewheeler MV Reliance The Elvina
Flornida House Careel House Ocean House and Billabong Melrose
-The Green Frog The Small Yacht Cruising Club of Pittwater Canoe
and | Go With The Mosqguito Fleet - 1696 Pittwater Reqgattas Part | -
Dates and Flagships to 1950 Shark Incidents In Pittwater The
Kalori Church Point Wharf Bayview Wharf Newport Wharf Palm
Beach Jetty - Gow's Wharf Max Watt Sir Francis Anderson Mark
Foy John Roche Albert Verrills Broken Bay Customs Station At
Barrenjoey Broken Bay \Water Police Broken Bay Marine Rescue -
Volunteer Coastal Patrol Pittwater Fire-Boats Prospector Powder
Hulk at Towler's Bay Naval Visits to Pittwater 1788-1952

Park Bench Philosopher:

Misplaced, Forgotten, or Displaced

Australian Poets: THE KANGAROOQO
e HUNT: OR, A MORNING IN THE

= MOUNTAINS.

*“ BY CHARLES HARPUR.

% News From Our Inbox Towards a quantum

‘. ‘-m*-_";f-“'fijﬂterﬂet UNSW, National Library of Australia -
h.'-l ; - £ .*‘-.

; . New pictures released, University of Sydney's

gy #&ﬁ Professor Steve Simpson has been announced

o E * | as a new Fellow of the Royal Society, Cyclist's

benefit from helmets clearly shown, Dive Into A

Wave__ummm?, Home is where the health is - UNSW insight on
NSW Govt. Initiative, Hawaii Dolphins Play Using Whale Snouts As
Slides!, Have You Seen This Dog?, Chicken Police, Excuse me._.
where's my food?, Milky Way Black Hole Snacks on Hot Gas, Run
Underwater, Killer whales surprise couple on boat, Health Papers
Published this week: Epilepsy Cured in Mice Using Brain Cells;
Paortable Device Provides Rapid, Accurate Diagnosis of
Tuberculosis + Other Bacterial Infections; Protein Complex May
Play Role in Preventing Many Forms of Cancer; Discovery May
Help Prevent Chemaotherapy-Induced Anemia; Discovery Helps
Show How Breast Cancer Spreads; Magnesium May Be as
Important to Kids' Bone Health as Calcium

= Events: PCA Heritage Evening,
M Artists Trail 2013, NT Forum, PB
S Market, Baby Animals and Tin Sparrow at
< = Mona Vale, Bodacious Cowbaoys at Palm
S Beach Golf Club, Aboriginal Forum at
: ' Narrabeen, Avalon RSL- Karoke World
IE— —— Champmnsmps Mother's Day 2013,
MNorthern Beaches Music Festival, Author Talks at MVL, Psychic at
Pittwater R5L, Songs For Soibada lll, Paddling-Walking, ANMM
Exhibitions and Kids Events, RMYC Events, Pittwater Camera
Club, FoNLC Activities and much much more.

Food: Mushrooms: What would Autumn be
like without enjoying the best fungi on offer and
tasting the rich earthy pungency of the
5eason?

Disclaimer: The content of editarials and Advertisements in this
Publication have been provided by a number of independent
sources. Any opinions expressed are not necessarily those of
Fithwater Online News, and no responsibility 15 taken for the
accuracy of the information, ar any factual errors contained within
items published. Readers should make their own enquiries directly
to any organisation or business prior to making any plans or taking
any action.
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B Community News:Songs for Soibada -
& 2013 - Jack Vidgen to Perform, Mona Vale
sl Hospital Auxiliary - Volunteers Needed,
Celebrating National Volunteers Week 2013
At Mona Vale Library, Historic lifejacket
principles promote safety across international
borders, WHITE PAFPER DISCUSSION SESSIONS - EVENT
REGISTRATION, New Northern Beaches Hospital Highlights
Transport Fix Needed Now, Alexander's Lost World - David
Adams, Car Park Sale in support of SLSC Nippers, Solo exhibition
in Newtown - Tracy Ponich, Water, Wind & Ice by Robin VF Smith,
Elvis to open St ves Show, SUCCESSFUL LOOSELY WOVEN
CONCERT IN AVALON, Sydney Writers Festival 2013, Different
walks of life, same goal: Stay Smart Online, Sustainability Lane at
the Pittwater Wine & Food Fair, Avalon Golf Course Special until
end of June 2013, BowelCare is on again for 2013, Sly Dogs
Unplugged at Church Paint Cafe, Pittwater Artists Trail May 2013,
Future of boating on Sydney Harbour open for public comment,
Awards For Public Sector Excellence, Southern Cross Wildlife
Care May 20123 Critters of the Month - Theodore and Blossom,
referendum to secure direct federal funding for communities,
Funding Opportunity For Local Fishing Groups, Pittwater
Milestones Trivia Evening - Unravel the Strands of Time, CUPPA
FOR CANCER AT MONA VALE LIBRARY, CAREEL CREEK
FLOOD STUDY ON EXHIBITION, COMMEMORATE SORRY DAY
AT NORTH NARRABEEN, Bushcare Notices - May 2013, Our
Councils Nofices, Fed. Govt. Media Releases this week and more

s Environment, CAREEL CREEK FLOOD
=8 STUDY ON EXHIBITION, Pittwater
Environment Stories this week: Mullet Care
8 Bush Care Project Update - May 2013, Pacific
Black Duck Bath - a delight for the eyesl,
Eastern Rosella, Swamp Mahogany Flowering,
Australian Environment stories this week:
Chmate Change, Mot Human Activity, Led to Megafauna Extinction,
A new approach to judging the impact of invasive species, Plants
'Talk' to Plants to Help Them Grow, Sending the gungu home +
Global Highways of Invasive Marine Species Calculated, May
Environment Activities, Paint Rocks with Glow In The Dark Paint,
2013 Northern Beaches Local Business Sustainability Award,
ONLINE BIODIVERSITY CALENDAR,COOEE May 2013,
FishMap, New App for Gardeners, local Environment groups, and
arganisations.

' ' Lynda Hill: Update 8.5.13: Managing The
B Pace And Grounding The Vision: May's Solar
Eclipse in Taurus

Pictures: Pacific Black Duck Bath - a
delight for the eyes!

Children: Pacific Black Duck taking a
bath at Careel Creek, - The
Morthern Beaches community choir for
children - FREE Singing
Session, University of Sydney’s

-' Compass - find your way to higher
education - ‘r’ear 3 Students visit, Marine Art at RMYC,

Rudlmental

"Feel The Love"”, Dorothea Mackellar F'netr},r Awards - 2013,
Tom Terrific- Go West young Manfred, National Geographic
online fun For little kids, The Superman Show - episode 1,
LET'S READ NATIONAL EARLY LITERACY CAMPAIGN, Picture
Books Online, A picture book for little children {1812}, Mona
Vale Library - Young Runarounds!, Children's Storytime at
Mona Vale Library

Y outh: The ECO. Clean Beach Initiative is
i looking for Australia’s most passionate
e ECO. Warrior to be the face of its movement!
P tagm=e Interested? Zoe Elliot with Lincoln Smith -
e ‘*-'""4: Black Dog, Getting Air - South Avalon -
.. 7.5.2013, Feedback - Music Conference for

= = " Young People (JUNE 2013), Workshop for
= parents and supervisors of learner
" drivers, Sydney Writers Festival 2013 — May 20-
26 Youth Events, Triple your Jays hottest 100 over 20 years,
PITTWATER SHORT STORY COMPETITION, Get Smarter in your
spare Time - ONLINE 1, Cyberbullying Rampant Among High
School Students: National Cyber Security Awareness Week, 20 to
24 May 2013, New 'Bone-Head' Dinosaur Hints at Higher Diversity
of Small Dinosaurs, Animal Antics, National Youth Awards, Mona
Vale Library - Duke of Edinburgh Awards, The Project Gutenberg
Library of Australiana, Bands Playing Locally, NOrthern Beaches
Youth Bands Facebook Page, RMYC Marine Art Comp., Dorothea
Mackellar Poetry Awards - 2013 + links and help 4U, Author Talks
at Mona Vale Library - Andrew Tink, Get Smarter in your
Spare Time - ONLINE!; over 700 Free Courses on offer, Music
Irn:iustr:,,r Conference - FREE to attend, Youngbloods Contest

013, Manly Youth Centre Kangaroo Street is bringing back

more band nights, New Facebook Page for young bands on
the Northern Beaches, National History
Competition, Mona Vale Library - Duke of Edinburgh Awards.

| Seniors; 2013 COTA NSW Survey,
DEEMING RATES SHOULD E5E

turned 200 th|5 week - First Old Age
2 Pension in the world approved after
= Denevolent Society campaign - 1901,
& - Melbourne's Cable Trams +
—meamad MARVELLOUS MELBOURNE : QUEEN
GIT‘r’ OF THE 50UTH, 1910, Soup of the Day, For YOUR
GRANDCHILDREN !l C/- Bill Gates, Good Vibrations (1966),
Health Papers Published this week: Missing Link in Signals
Contributes to Neurodegeneration; Dynamic Behavior of Progenitor
Cells in Brain Discovered; Social Connections Drive the 'Upward
spiral’ of Positive Emaotions and Health; Boosting 'Cellular Garbage
Disposal Can Delsﬂr the Agmg Process AvPals

. How to make
symbols using your keyboard, Mational Senmrs Literary Prize 2013,
local Support and Education Activities.

gt Community Clubs: Updates on Activities
i e £ and links to sites.

Artist of the Month: May 2013 Chuck
Bradley- Scotland Island photographer with an
exhibition at Manly Art Gallery

4 Reflections: by George Repin. This week; J
= | CBENDRODTAND PRINCES
& RESTAURANT

, DIY Hints: Growing Your Own Winter
& Vegetables by Paul Johnson

Collector's Corner: Collecting Ladies -
Ferdinand Von Mueller and Women
Botanical Artists by Penny Olsen AM -
extensive and well researched insight,

| illuminated by beautiful illustrations and
examples of their works, this is for students
of Botany and art lovers. Interview with
Penny Olsen

W v,
1 /i’!f[ff}

bt iﬁ Books: The Little Fairy Sister, A Boy Like
' Me, Lani's otory, The Lucky Culture, Secret
- Life of James Cook, David Rivett - Fighter

D . for Australian Science (FREE), Ecology of
L:-»i‘ Australian Freshwater Fishes, Flora of the

i Otway Plain and Ranges 2 - Daisies, Heaths,

v Peas, Saltbushes, Sundews, Wattles and
Other Shrubby and Herbaceous

{; o
d Dicotyledons
— Old Books: - May 2013
Handbook to The birds of Australia (1865) by John Gould and

Australia unlimited (19187?) by Edwin James Brady READ
THESE WORKS ON THE SITE- ONLINE
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Mullet Creek Bush Care Project Update — May 2013

The new Mullet Creek Bushcare group planted about 120 trees and shrubs near Irrawong waterfall on April 21. They also put up a wire
fence to keep them safe from the local swamp wallabies. Some familiar bushcarers were there, but also many local people. For many of
them this was a new experience. The weather was perfect, the waterfall was roaring, Scarlet Honeyeaters were chirping high up in the
Swamp Mahoganies, now coming into bloom. The afternoon tea was magnificent too.

A Large Project grant to Pittwater Environment Foundation from NSW Environment Trust is funding six years of bush regeneration and
fauna monitoring in the Upper Mullet Creek area. Pittwater Council is a partner in this project.

Being amongst the beauty of the bush, birds and other animals in this part of Ingleside Chase Reserve are really special, attracting
birdwatchers from far and wide. Lyrebirds and swamp wallabies are sometimes seen here, as well as Eastern Yellow Robins, Rufous
Fantails and other birds that enjoy the eucalypt forest and rainforest environment.

This forms part of largest remaining sandplain wetland in Sydney, has the largest remaining stand of Swamp Mahogany in Sydney, is
home to three endangered ecological communities of vegetation and is the habitat of over 20 threatened species of fauna including birds,
mammals, reptiles and amphibians and over 170 species of birds including some 10 migratory species.

Just one of the species planted this day gives you some insight into the forethought accompanying every part of this project:

Bolwarra or Native Guava, Eupomatia laurina, Eupomatiaceae

This small tree has black branches that grow more than 1 m long. Pale,
heavily scented flowers have no petals or sepals and appear in summer.
The umn-shaped berry is 15-20 mm in diameter and turns from green to
brown through winter.

VWhere it is found: Bolwarra is widespread in or near warmer rainforest and
moist eucalypt forest on the coast and lower ranges. In Mew South Wales it
is found on the coast and tablelands. It also occurs in Queensland, Victoria
and New Guinea.

Uses: Bolwarra berries have an interesting taste with soft, sweet flesh and
strong, spicy seeds. The whole fruit can be dried, crushed and used to
flavour foods such as ice-cream. The fibrous bark was used as raw
material for manufacturing fishing lines (Turbet 1989). The bark was
prepared in the same way as that described for Eucalyptus agglomerata.
Marita mentioned a symbiotic relationship with a caterpilfar is
required for pollination; Michael Mannington.

Winter Feast

Coast Banksia is now providing honeyeaters and lorikeets with a feast .
Local birds such as Little and Red Wattle Birds, White-cheeked
Honeyeaters and the inescapable Noisy Miners rejoice in this Banksia. In
turn they pollinate the flowers which will produce seed next summer.

Each Banksia "flower" in fact has hundreds of tiny flowers, an arrangement
called an inflorescence. Onthis, the flowers open in succession over a
couple of weeks, starting at the top, so the feast is prolonged. The
botanical name Banksia integrifolia means it is named for Sir Joseph
Banks. Most Banksias have leaves with saw-tooth edges. This one does
have such leaves as a very young plant, but as an adult the leaves have
smooth edges so integrifolia means the leaves are whole.

The hard work of heavy
weeding has been done
by bush regeneration
workers, funded by a
$250K grant to Pittwater
Environmental
Foundation (PEF )from
the NSW Environmental Trust, a project that will run aver 6 years. Now the pleasure of
planting is taking place to restore this wonderful place.

Two Bush Care days are coming up offer everyone who visits this reserve or lives
near here to invest in this great project; yes, you can plant a tree and then wander among
the bush for years to come, seeing it grow.

Pittwater Environmental Foundation - Irrawong Planting Day

sunday May 19th, 1pm - 3pm.

Did vou miss planting at Mullet Creek last month? It's on again: May 19th, 1pm. Go to
Irrawong \Waterfall from west end of Irrawong Rd, Warriewood. Wear enclosed
shoes and long trousers, bring gloves and a drink. Tools and afternoon tea and good
company provided. More info: pittemnvifoundi@agmail.com

Park near the corner of Irrawong Rd and Epworth Place, Warriewood and follow signs to '
the planting site. Wear long trousers, long -sleeved shirt and sturdy shoes, bring
gardening gloves. Tools and afternoon tea provided.

Sunday May 26th, 9am - 12 noon

Mullet Creek's south arm near Wesley Street Elanora is also being weeded and the
planting day here is on Sunday May 26, 9am to noon at the Wesley St entrance, Elanora. \Wear long trousers, enclosed shoes and
bring gloves. We'll do a fabulous morning tea, supply tools and plants.

Pittwater Council is a partner in this project with PEF. More information: Helena Dewis, Pittwater Council bushcare officer:
helena dewis@pittwater nsw.qgaov.au

Pittwater Environmental Foundation accepts tax deductible donations and applies for grants for environmental projects in the Pittwater
local government area. www _pittwaterenvironmentalfoundation.org.au

Some simple things you can do to help protect this wonderful area

VWhat happens upstream in a catchment affects the creek downstream. Weed, seeds and pollutants are easily transported down through
the catchment and stormwater drains to end up in the creek and wetlands. By some simple actions, you can improve the health of this
dynamic creek ecosystem!|

Do

Put weeds, lawn & garden clippings in compost or vegetation bins.

Protect wildlife by keeping dogs on a lead and cats inside at night.

Use No-Phosphate detergents, slow release ferilisers and low-toxic garden sprays.

VWash your car on the lawn and contain any oil leakage.

Encourage native animals: plant local native plants; install a frog pond, nest box or rocks and logs for lizards.

Cover bare soil or sand with a tarp, mulch or plants. Repair erosion.

Don’t

Don't use snail bait or toxic garden chemicals — they kill native fauna.

Don’'t wash your car on a driveway.

Don’t dump rubbish, oil or chemicals.

Don't put garden waste or cuttings close to creeks, bushland or drains

From: hitp://www_pittwater.nsw.gov.au/cec/projects/icompleted projects/mullet creek catchment care project

Previous Reports on this Project and associated history:

Pittwater Environmental Foundation

Bushcare Major Day Out and $250k Wetlands Grant - Irawong Reserve

Rare Giant Burrowing Frog Discovered in Pittwater - Pittwater Environment Foundation and Pittwater Council bring you one of the best
Environmental news stories for this year

Mullet Creek

e .
Yhe
— AL
3% PITTWATER COUNCI QU [ Nsw Environmental
nvironmental
9200 GOVERNMENT TRUST

Pittwater EcoWarriors - MULLET CREEK BUSH-CARE GROUP DAY 1 - Published on May 6, 2013
The first volunteer day in the rescue of Mullet Creek.
“Incantation” courtesy of www.agostinomusic.com - duo Agostino guitars.
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The waterfall in flood on 2/2/13, photo by Marita Macrae.

Photos by Marita Macrae and Michael Mannington, 2013. Video courtesy John lllingsworth, Pittwater ECOWARRIOR S.
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Eastern Rosella

This Eastern Rosella was photographed during the week in
northern Pittwater, feeding on the ground on grass seeds.
A stunning coloured small parrot, our bush and trees
beside our waterways once teemed with these birds and
their many cousins. The Rosella is named in Indigenous
dreamtime legends as among the first of birds to have
sung here, and signifies true love ar lifelong commitment in
the Jenolan Caves region and is called "Bur-co-lit’'in the
Kutthung, or Kattang, dialect of Australian Aborigines living |
along the southern bank of the Karuah river and the south ¢
shore of Port Stephens, New South Wales. The name
Tosella’ stems from early settler's naming of a bird
common to the Rose Hill area.

Like so many of our colourful birds this genus was seen as . 1°
both a pest and a crop to be harvested and sent overseas | !
for sale during the early stages of European history in
Australia. Although a more conscious mindset now exists, ©
regular reports of bird smugglers point to a constant need
for vigilance in looking after all our native birds.

During the week withessing one dog walker allowing her
kelpie to chase an Australian Ibis from its field beside local
wetlands underlines that locally and nationally we are still not savwy to what makes the world beautiful or the sentient rights of all other
beings.

A sample of our progression to “‘enlightenment” or basic intelligence is below for your interest.

he Eastern Rosella (Platycercus eximius) is a rosella native to
southeast of the Australian continent and to Tasmania. Named by
"George Shaw in 1792, it is sometimes considered a subspecies
Yof the Pale-headed Rosella (P. adscitus). The term White-cheeked
Rosella has been used for a species or superspecies combining
he Pale-headed and Eastern forms. Hybrids of the two taxa have
been recorded where their ranges meet in northeastern New South
ales and southeastern Queensland. Three subspecies of Eastern
Rosella are recognised:
P.e. eximius, Victoria and southern New South Wales. Black
eathers on the back have green margins. Rump is pale green.
P. e. elecica, northeast New South Wales and southeast
MWueensland. In the male the black feathers on the back have golden
8 _vellow margins, and greenish-yellow in the female. The rump is
S bluish-green. This subspecies is also called the Golden-mantled
Rosella, often abbreviated to GMR.
P. e. diemenensis, eastern Tasmania. White cheek patches are
larger and the red on the head is darke

he Eastern Rosella has a red head and white cheeks. The beak is
hite and irises brown. The upper breast is red and the lower
breast is yellow fading to pale green over the abdomen. The
eathers of the back and shoulders are black, and have yellowish or
greenish margins giving rise to a scalloped appearance that varies
slightly between the subspecies and the sexes. The Eastern Rosella mainly feeds on the ground, especially amongst grasses in lawns,
pastures and other clearings. Also feeds in trees and bushes. Main dietary items include: seeds, fruits, buds, flowers, nectar and insects.
The Eastern Rosella uses one of its feet (usually the right foot) to hold food when eating on the ground or perched on a free.

Breeding occurs in spring and early summer and up to seven white eggs are laid in tree hollows. Eastern Rosellas mate for life. The female
chooses and prepares the nesting site, usually a hollow in a eucalypt tree (but will sometimes use a nest-box or other artificial site). Eggs
are laid on a decayed wood bed and the female incubates the eggs while the male regularly feeds her. The young may be fed for a while
after they fledge.

They are sometimes kept as a pet due to their beautifully coloured plumage. Intelligent creatures, which can be trained to whistle a wide
repertoire of tunes and may even learn to speak a few words or phrases, Rosellas make good companion parrots; however, they require a
great deal of attention and many toys to satisfy their need for social interaction and mental stimulation.

From Birdlife Australia and Eastern Rosella. (2013, April 10). In Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia. Retrieved 22:00, May 7, 2013, from
hitp://en.wikipedia.orgw/index php?title=Eastern Rosella&oldid=549636258

JURY WAS NOT UNANIMOU S

THE July meeting of Pine Shire Council, with three dissentients,
favored placing the Eastern Rosella (Platycercus eximius)
on the list of birds to be dealt with by the Pests Destruction
Board. The bird is reported to be responsible for loss of maize
by allowing rain to enter the cob after it has picked at them.
JURY WAS NOT UNANIMOUS. {1945, July 19). Queensland
Country Life (Qld. - 1900 - 1954), p. 5. Retrieved from
hitp://nla.gov.auwnla.news-article97092760

Rosella to be tried for life as pest for the second time in four
years, the beautiful Eastern Rosella parrot, alias Plalycercus
eximus, is an trial for its life.

Reason is' the parrot's alleged damage to grain crops. The
Brisbane and West

Moreton Pest Board decided this week to ask the Government to™
declare the parrot officially a pest, and to put a price, on its head.
This followed petitions presented by Councillors W.J. Smith and h .
VW.J Wolff, and signed by grain growers who said that the
amount of grain eaten and destroyed by this parrot far
outweighed any value it might have as an insect-eating bird. Four
years ago a similar request was made to the Government, but
after hearing evidence from other shires the Government
decided that insufficient proof had been given that the rosella’s
grain-eating proclivities outweighed its natural beauty and Insect
eating capabilities. The annual report presented to the Pest
Board at its meeting this week showed thatin 1948 — 49
nearly £740 was paid for the destruction of the following
51,743 pests:—31,526 sparrows(at 2d. a head);2578
sparrow eggs(ld.); 8965 flying foxes (6d.) ; 3004 scrub .-
magpies(6d.) ; 2264 bee eaters (4d.); 1698 crows (1/) ; 1679
starlings (6d.) ; and 29 starlings’ eggs. The board stated that starlings and sparrows not only carried lice, but were threatening to oust
native birds and insect-eaters by appropriating their nesting grounds and causing a food shortage. Rosella to be tried for life as pest.
(1949, September 3). The Courier-Mail (Brisbane, Qld. : 1933 - 1954), p. 3. Retrieved from hifp://nla_gov.au/nla.news-aricled9674426

MUSEUM FEATURETTE

Rosella was once Rose-hiller. The rosella parrot is generally accepted as having
been a corruption of "rose-hiller”-a name early settlers applied to a very common bird
in the suburb of Rosehill, NSW.

he rosella is on show at the Adelaide Museum.

Rosella is now applied to a number of related long-tailed parrots, which occur in the wetter
parts of Australia and Tasmania. The Adelaide rosella, the local member of the well-known red
lowry (or crimson rosella) of eastern Australia, is numerous in the Mount Lofty Ranges, where
Mareenish young ones maybe seen in flocks with brick-red colored elders. This color difference
“has led some laymen to think that there Is maore than one species of large parrot in Adelaide.
The yellow rosella is commaon along irrigation areas of the River Murray. The green rosella lives
®™in Tasmania and Bass Strait islands. ™ |

In the eastern States, the eastern rosella occurs as well as the red lowry, and it is alsoin small
numbers in the Mount Lofty Ranges.

In (Queensland, another species, the pale-headed or Moreton Bay rosella is a predominantly
blue and vellowbird with whitish head. Morthern Australia has its own rosella, too, the mealy or
northern rosella. Similar in habits to its cousins of the south, it is a black-headed bird, with
much yellow in the plumage.

he smallest of the group, the western rosella, occurs in south-western Australia. It is at once
distinguished by its yellow cheek patches. These are mostly blue (or white in the eastern
rosella) in other species. Although rosellas do much harm: in 'certain horticultural areas’ they
‘are charming birds -and should not be molested un-less they become nuisances. They are
popular cagebirds. MUSEUM FEATURETTE. (1951, April 23). Barrier Miner (Broken Hill,
NSW : 1888 - 1954), p. 3. Retrieved from http://nla.gov.auwnla.news-article48639195

AN ABORIGINAL LEGEND.

(From a Correspondent of the Daily Telegraph.)Those who believe that the aborigines of Australia have had no oral traditions handed
down to them are greatly mistaken, for they seem to have had a great many, and at their corrobborees or festivals they retail little else than
legendary lore. From some of the more intelligent of the Hotspur and Crawford River blacks | have eliminated the meaning of several of
their historical fragments, the most interesting of which appears to be "The Two Moaons." They say that long ago, in the days of their first
fathers, before the tarpaulins of the white fellows' ships were seen on the waters, Hotspur was a great country and very warm. In its forests
roamed kangaroos bigger than bullocks, wombats fatter than white fellows' pigs, and birds whose eggs were larger than the melons of
Leywhollet(sic). On its plains were abundance of sweet yams, and at all times water to boil them. There were two moons in those days-a
great one which was always present, and a smaller ane which occasionally hid itself-and their fathers were nearer the sun than they are ;
but at length the great spirit (big master) got angry-the large moon went away, the beasts and birds died, the yams withered, and the hot
springs became cold. Then jumped up a class of smaller animals, and the rosella and white cockatoo. The legend would seem to
support the opinion of those who attribute an asteroidal origin to New Holland, for if such an origin was possible the earth would assume
the appearance of a great moan, always present to the asteroid, while the moaon perfarmed its revolutions as at present. In the Wellington
Caves, New South Wales, the remains of gigantic kangaroos and wombats have been found, which when living must have far exceeded in
size those alluded to in the legend, and although no remains of the dinornis have yet been found here they are abundant in New Zealand. In
1722(sic) an aerolite, sup-posed to be nearly as large as New Holland, passed across the Pacific Ocean s0 near its surface that if
Chimborazo had stood in the way it would have been intercepted ; and in 1728 another fell slap into the earth, and its component parts
were found to be similar to those of the earth. VWhat would appear a fatal question to the validity of the abaonginal legend would be, "Where
did the water come from which supplied the boiled springs?" And unless we suppose that aqueous vapour in the fields of ether through
which the asteroid passed could be condensed in sufficient quantity for that purpose, we must assume that the legend was acquired from
the missionaries in the early days of the colony. AN ABORIGINAL LEGEND. (1870, September 1). Kilmore Free FPress (Kilmore, Vic. :
1870 - 1954), p. 4 Edition: MORNING.. Retrieved from http://nla.gov.awnla.news-aricle 70055339
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GEELONG, Tuesday: A number of New Australians were fined in Geelong City Court today for having shot native birds in a sanctuary at
the You Yangs Forestry reserve. The men had shot red wattle birds and white winged choughs, which, they told, a Forestry officer,
were, "good for eating." Alf Pica, Clifton st., Richmond, was fined £5 for shooting in a sanctuary, andwas ordered to pay 2/, the value of a
red wattle bird he had shaot, and £1/18/8 costs. Antonio Gitto, Cecil st., South Melbourne, whao shot seven white-winged choughs, was fined
£5 for shooting in a sanctuary, and ordered to pay 339/ and 132/ costs. Don Demarte, Cael st., North Melbourne, who shot a white-winged
chough and a red wattle bird, was fined £5 and ordered to pay 10/and 15/ costs. Antonio Rizzlo, of Fitzroy, who shot five red wattlebirds, a
fantail cuckoo, an eastern rosella and a crimson rosella, was fined £5 and ordered to pay 30/ and132/ costs. Leo ltaliano, Peel st., North
Melbourne, was fined £ for trespassing on a sanctuary in search of native game. Mr. A. Dunbavin Butcher, Fisheries and Game
Department director, last night said destruction of native birds in Victoria was one of the biggest problems facing his department. Many
migrants regarded our birds as "delicacies" and killed them for food. A costly campaign had been held in migrant hostels and
arganisations employing migrants to explain that native birds were protected, but [t had failed. Migrants Killed native birds. (1955, June

15). The Armgus{Melbourne, Vic. : 1848 - 1957), p. 5. Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla_news-article 71888308

AUSTRALIAN BIRD 5.

A special reporter of the Adelaide Register, writing in that paper on
the 4th of February says:

Being a great lover of Australian birdsl often drop into Mr John M,
Foglia's shop at the east end of Rundle street to see if any new or -
rare specimens have come to hand. For the last few weeks the :
trappers have been arriving from the country with large consignments
of parrots and finches, and most of the birds found their way to Mr,
Foglia, as that dealer has been preparing for the large shipment
which he is taking away to Europe by the 8 § Rhein, which will sall
this afternoon. Nearly always when | left the bird shop | could not help

gl e - &

regretting that South Australians know so little about their own -
beautiful native birds, and our ignorance of our own fauna is - — T
emphasized by the fact that the police seized 4000 or 2000 of Mr - —— " L T e
Foglia's birds at Port Adelaide on Friday afternoon; and then, > o T A Sy

realising that they had made a mistake, restored them and paid the  c—— Bt —r B e S
dealer all expenses. It was rather childish for the police officer to e RHEIN,” 'N. GERMAN LLOYD. F=SlaS
remark "They are the last birds l'll seize" because he had committed

a blunder.

Mr. Foglia is the largest bird dealer in Adelaide, and he has been in the trade longer than anyone else here. This afternoon | visited his
premises and inspected the birds ready for shipment. They numbered about 13,500. Mr. Foglia will pick up other lots in
Western Australia and at Colombo, and the total shipment will then aggregate 14,900. The dealer has secured eleven tons of room
on the top deck of the German boat. This alone costs £65. The expense is heawvy in other directions. For instance Mr. Foglia is taking three
and a-half tons of canary seed, and the price of that is £27 10s. perton. Crushed com and other food is also being taken. Last year when
Mr.W._Foglia, a son of Mr. J Foglia, superintended a shipment home, canary seed was only £12 per ton, so the increased expense in this
item alone is about £30. The great thing is to get the birds away quickly. Last year Mr Foglia had to keep his many thousands of charges
for thirteen weeks: but this year he got them right on the spot. The present consignment cost £10 a-week to keep.

The great majority of the birds comprise the pretty green and yellow shell parrot or warbling grass parrot and the bright
cheerful little zebra finch. One year Mr. Foglia shipped 10,000 shell parrots, while on another occasion his son took
home11,600 " | sold them all to one big dealer " he remarked, "and it took three of us three days, from seven o'clock in the marning till
seven o'clock at night, to count them.” The lllustrated Book of Canaries and Cage Birds, English and Foreign "gives some interesting
particulars concerning the undulated grass parrakeet, another name by which this love bird is known. Mr. Gould, whose "Birds of
Ausrtralia” is a monument to the memory of the naturalist and his clever wife, took the first pair of live shell parrots to England
in 1840. Between 1840 and 1850 a pair of these little birds was worth from £20 to £25. About 1850 to 1855 a pair would cost about £5.
Between 1855 and 1858 larger numbers of these parrakeets reached Europe, and their price sank to a couple of savereigns. Then the
impaortation of the birds increased enarmously. The total importation of budgerigars, still another name for the bird, in London in the first six
manths of 1870 was over 50 000 pair, and they all found buyers. Twenty vears ago Dr. Russ estimated that from 10,000 to 25 000 shell
parrots were bred annually in Europe. It was then nearly as common a cage bird as the canary. More or less pure yellowbirds have been
bred maostly in Belgium. Even a blue variety has occurred, and at least one breeder has, through careful selection, produced a breed of
unusual size. | met a trapper the other day who told me he had caught a pure yellow shell parrot. Flying with the flock of its green
companions, it looked like a beautiful yellow butterfly. Like the grass parrakeets, the zebra finches are hardy cage birds, and they breed
readily in captivity. Anyone who has travelled about the country at all will remember having seen flocks of these chirping little finches. An
English amateur once exhibited at the Crystal Palace a cage containing thirty-five zebra finches, the result of one season's breeding from
two pairs.

Included in the 10,000 birds are a large
number of the splendid-plumaged diamaond
sparrows or spotted-sided finch. These
birds are wonderfully distributed over the
country and are invariably noted at waters
by explorers. One case in the shop
contained a dozen Leadbeater's or
Mitchell's cockatoo. This is one of the
most beautiful and elegant of the genus yet
discovered; but it does notf readily learn to
talk. Mr. Foglia is also taking with him a
fine lot of rose-breasted cockatoos,
commonly called galahs, and twenty or
thirty corillas, both of which varieties
are capital talkers. A bird which Mr,
Foglia is taking home for the first time is
a bright, happy, rusty, brown pigeon,
called the plumed partridge
bronzewing. They come from central
Australia. They should carry well and find
eager buyers in England. One specimen
of the little green pigeon is going over
the sea, while the magnificent
bronzewing and exquisite lavender-
coloured crested pigeons are well : - o ) -
represented. Included in the shipment are waxbill finches, diamond doves, bower birds (about whose playgrounds quite a story
could be written), and Cape Barron geese. The last-named birds are wholly protected: but Mr. Foglia has a sworn testimony that these
birds were bred in capfivity.

The parrakeets in the collection are the grass or blood rump, the many-coloured, the blue bonnet or crimson bellied, Victorian
rosella, Adelaide parrakeet, scrub rosella, the rock pebler, the blue-banded grass, the cockatiel, and five pairs of the
exceedingly rare and exquisitely tinted Bourke's grass parrakeet. The last-named was discovered by Major Sir Thomas Mitchell on
the banks of the Bogan, New South Wales. With the exception of the Princess Alexandra parrakeet, this is the most difficult bird to procure,
and it is much sought-after in England. Mr. Foglia expects to pick up a number of Port Lincoln parrots in Western Australia.

Mr.W. Fodglia look a pair of Prince Alexandra parakeets to England
last year, and they were subsequently purchased by Baron Rotshchild.
here are not more than twenty of these birds in capfivity. About the finest
specimen in South Australia is one in the possession of Mr. K. K.

homas. This was one of the birds the late Mr. C. Winnecke brought to
Adelaide, and one of the few survivors of that lot. Mr. Thomas abtained
he parrakeet when it was a fledgling and he has had it for ten years. It
has been fed on canary seed, mixed parrot food, and a little thistle. Mr. F.
E. Benda, of the Northen Territory Department, has a hen bird (the cock
died) which has laid several eggs. Mr. Grundy, of the Mount Torrens
Cyanide Works, has two specimens, and Mr. L. C. E. Gee four birds. The
only specimen that came under Gould's notice was shot at Howell's
Ponds by Stuart's expedition and was brought back by Sir k. G.
Waterhouse. Gould named it after the then Princess of Wales, now
(Queen of England. In the December number of the Public Service

~ Review Mr Lionel Gee describes a trip he took along the Hale River in
~company with a companion from Trinity College Cambridge and Fred, a

black boy.

Right: Magpie lark, Grallina cyanoleuca

Incidentally Mr Gee went to see if he could
procure some Princess Alexandra
parrakeets(above). Having described
Claraville, Mr. Gee says "The usual cluster of
aborigines, is in evidence, and we inferview
Jemima. Jemima is a stout, comely aboriginal
lady of a certain age; but she has influence with
the other natives and knows the habits of birds.
Therefore, to Jemima we turn with a benign and
philanthropic manner suggestive of benefits to
come, for we want to get some young
Alexandra parrakeets. " Which way that one
long-tail fellow sit down, Jemima ? 'we asked. '
Long-tail fellow sit down all about this time; him
make 'em nest same time this away,' and
Jemima points to the narthward with her chin —
blacks always point with the chin. ' You get
‘'emme liffle fellow 7 ' we asked. Me get 'cmall
right,' she said. ' Me give it plenty tucker, plenty
bacca,'we said "All right; me get em nother
day ' replied Jemima. And so the bargain was
completed, and, it may be mentioned, faithfully
kept on both sides. The birds do not nestinthe &
Hals itself: but towards the head of its northern
tributaries, and the sable Diana and her s
satellites had fortnight's 'walkabout' before they
secured the specimens, which afterwards, with
infinite pains and trouble, were triumphantly : :
carted down to Adelaide. The boss of Claraville gave us some interesting particulars regarding those birds. They are irregular in their
visits; that is, they do not come to the ranges at all in bad seasons; but when the seasons are good and water and seeds are abundant,
they appear regularly about the middle of September, and disappear again about the middle of December; and even when they are
plentiful (accaording to the blacks) white men do not often see, them -a fact which we afterwards verified. Trinity said that they migrated
between Java and central Australia; bur the scribe, remembering the opinions of arnithological experts in Adelaide - that the birds do not
leave Australia- made a statement to that effect. Trinity became incoherently profane. The scribe derided. Trinity was understood to convey
amid 'language’ that he had actually seen the birds in Java. The scribe humbly apologised and suddenly remembered that Charley
VWinnecke' (who has been called from labour) had once in conversation with him surmised that the birds came from tropical islands to the
north-west "

In the way of animals Mr. Foglia is taking kangaroos, euros, wallabies, opossums, bandicoots, and native squirrels. Mr, Foglia

goes first to Belgium. He expects to have his biggest sale at Antwerp. AUSTRALIAN BIRDS. (1905, March 1). Morning Bulletin
(Rackhampton, Qld. : 1878 - 1954}, p. 3. Retrieved from hitp://nla.gov.auw/nla_.news-article3034501
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THE KANGAROO HUNT,;
OR, A MORNING IN THE MOUNTAINS.
BY CHARLES HARPUR.

AT length a belt of cedars tall

In a broad scoop, [a] and undertwined
With brushwood of each gadding kind.
And with the rankest vines -is all

That interposing hides a scene

Where hunter never hath bootless been'’
'Tis entered-and a sound up springs,

Of lashing boughs and rushing wings!

In a desultorious throng,

Befare, athwart, above, along,

What birds their varied plumes display
Many and beautiful are theyl

The dove on burnished pinion strong
Hurries afar in sounding flight,

And the yevowalas (b) unfold

Their pointed wings of verdant gold

And fleetly flaming to the light

Above the doming cedars' height,

Each one singly hits the view

Like a volant crystolite.

And the rosella flashes through

The foliage orange, green, and blue
Mingling to one checkered hue,

It seems a creature of rainbow birth,
Though somewhat tarnished by the damp
Of its after life on earth ;

Or the scarlet satin bird (c)

Hangeth like a golden lamp

Where the berried bird is stirred :

While haply the king parrot, showing

Fall aloft his broad red breast,

Like a vast blood-rich ruby glowing,

Mear it boldly sits at rest.

Or troops of rooks in loud Alarm

Mount the trees from arm to arm; (d)

While crowds of nameless twittering things
With rich-ringed glossy eyes, and necks
A]1 streaked and interstreaked, and wings
Spangled with rows of spark-like specks,
And tails with broad bailed blazonings.
And crimson backs, and bosoms bright
As the breast of a cloud in a sunset sky,
Or glance afar in gleamy flight

O'er the leafy domes of the cedars high,
Or lighten through the nearer shade,

Or sparkle aloft like stars new-rayed,

Or stream in flocks, fright-disarrayed,

Like shaftered meteors by (g)

With these the noisy yellow-bill,

And the ground parrakeet, (f) screaming shrill
About of some high tussock near

It starts at once into the clear,

And seems while swiftly shooting higher
Imped with plumes of subtle fire;

So vividly it hues the light

As thus it blazes forth in flight;

And the whining qguail that skims the brush,
And the soaring pie, (g) and the dodging thrush,
Precede the hunter as he pushes

Through clinging vines and flaunting bushes,
Or sternly chides the loitering dog

That scents the wild cat in the hollow log,
Or one that in pursuit would fly

As oft the dooaralli () rushes bounding by.

(a) Or delve, as | had written in explanation, but looking into
Johnson, | find the word delve defined as a ditch, a pitfal, a den, &c.
| had previously understood it to mean a broad dip in the land,
regularly bevelling' from side to side, as if scooped out by art; and |
still fancy that this is the idea it would convey to the country English,
and to all those who have ruralised somewhat more than great
lexicographers are in the habit of doing.

Delves, then, or scoopes of the kind mentioned in the text, are often
several miles long, by about a quarter of a mile wide, though in
places much narrower. And even when they occur on tablelands, or
on the backs of broad ridges, the soil in them is more than
commonly fertile, it being chiefly an alluvion from the rising grounds
an either tide. Hence they are always thickly timbered, and with
frees of an extraordinary height, and are densely brushed besides
with white cedars, kerrijongs, and a great variety of wild vines and
wood-creepers. Out of this undermas.s of umbrage, the boles of the
taller trees shoot up like crowds of pillar?, supporting faralott a
second edition of dense foliage intertwined with runners of the kind
described in a note to a subsequent portion of the Poem; and which
mass of greenery, but for these its pillary supporters, were not
unlike in distant appearance to a long and heapy stratum of darkly
verdant cloud.

The multitude and variety of the feathered inhabitants of localities
such as these are easily accounted for, by the fact, that many of the
vines and creepers peculiar to them, are exceedingly prolific of
seed-berries, and are besides the murmevrous haunts' of
innumerable insects.

[b) Yeroncala is an aboriginal name of the blue mountain parrot®-
the most splendid, to my thinking, of all our parrots. The rosella may
be the more showy bird for a mouient, but even it will bear no
comparison with the blue-mountainer. Those persons who have only
seen this bird encaged, can have but a very imperfect notion of its
native beauty. To armve at an adequate ideaof this, we must snare
or shoot in the forest afull plumed cock yerowala; and then the
lustrous green of the whole back and wings, the bright yellow of the
breast, and the indescribable blue of the head, do indeed compose
for it an array most royal,

(c) This species of the satin-bird is somewhat rare. The whole of the
back, including the wings, is of a bright red or scarlet. In a
commoner sort the back and wings are of a glossy black; and in
another 6pecies (if | recollect aright) the same divisions of the
plumage are of a vivid straw colour our future ornithologists will look
In vain for many kinds of birds which they will find mentioned in the
earlier colonial records. Being rare even at first, these beautiful
creatures often become exi met, and partly for the reason, that not
anly species, but whole genera of birds are confined in Australia to
special, and, in some cases, very limited localities. | do not know
whether this is so much the case in other new countries, but any
abserver of such matters whao has travelled far into our interior, must
be well aware that such is very remarkably the fact here. | have
myself seen two sorts of parrots in the Kerrijong district thatl have
never seen elsewhere, and particular birdsi n particular localities
that | have beheld out of them. Nay, | saw, when a boy, in the wood
about Windsor, no less than four peculiar kinds of birds, which |
have never since met with, although.

| have travelled extensively over the country, and in almost every
direction.

The unchecked increase of the large tree climbing guana in the
waste portions of those districts in which the aboriginals have
become extinct or nearly s0, is a main cause of the extinction also
of many kinds of our native birds. S0 numerous have these guanas
become in the woods of our partly located districts, that in passing
through these a mid-summer, we are apt to start one of them up
every second or third tree ;| Midhence, in such places anly the nests
of those birds that incubate early in the Spring and wholly exempt
from the liability of being plundered by them. And if only for this
reason, it is a pity that we Colonists do not esteem them as great a
table delicacy as our sable forerunners-the former lords of the soil-
undoubtedly did. For no doubt, when not too old, they are excellent
eating.-something in taste between fish and fowl; and when baked,
as the Blacks bake them that is covered up like a damper in hot
ashes, they have an exceedingly rich and stomach-provoking
Savour.

(d) What is here called the rook is a gregarious bird having much
the appearance of our black magpie, but with less white under the
wings and none in the tail. When at rest or alight, it appears to be
tharoughly black, the white places under the wings being anly
perceptible while they are spread in flight. On being started from the
ground, where it feeds, it, flies heavily to one of the lower arms of
the nearest tree, from which it then hops to a higher, and a higher,
as described in the text, rounding the trunk at each stage of ascent,
until it reaches the top_-when, deeming itself pretty safe it would
seem, it quietly looks down upon the cause of its previous alarm.

(e) Those persons who are unacquainted with the surprising
brilliancy of many of our native birds, may be inclined to question
the descriptive veracity of the text. They may suspect that its
illustrations are too glossy, as the phrase goes. Yet its most vivid
pictures are but faint copies of the originals. How indeed could the
splendour of the regent bird, for example, be adequately
compassed in words, or fully granted even in idea ? That superb
creature must be seen with the bodily eveind in the full plumed glow
of its forest freedom ere we can have a believing conception of
anything so gorgeous. Then the diamond -bird, with its sky blue
wings be-droptd with miniature stars -how flight a poet fully describe
it, or a painter, even sufficiently paint it? And so of many others of
our Australian birds - things of beauty' that Poetry can only
catalogue at the best, and Palatine suggest.

(f) What is here called the ground parrakeet, from its always feeding
upon the ground-on grass seed it is likely-is a small bird of
exceeding beauty. To some extent it 15 even more splendid than the
Yerowala. lts prevailing colour is green, variagated with bright
vellow blazes in the wings and tail. While at rest, however, itis a
small gueen bird of no very brilliant appearance; but no sooner are
its wings and tail dispread in flight, than it becomes vivid as fire.
There are, however, several varieties of this kind of parrot, all
somewhat different coloured ; and one of these, though less
splendid than the one above described, is yet more intensely
beautiful upon a close inspection.

(g.) As | have before noted, there are at least two kinds of so called
magpies - the ' black and white,' or Australian magpie proper, and
the' black’ or migratory magpie, a bird less spotted. Both of these
birds are remarkable for the beauty of their eye, though the former
Is not in this respect at all comparable with the latter; the eyes of
which are so strikingly fine, that my son Washington, when about
four years old, was wont to refer to it through this characteristic-
calling it' the big black bird with the new eyes'

(h) Dovralli 1s the name the Blacks of some parts of the interior give
to the animal commonly called the Kangaroo-rat.

(To be continued.)

THE KANGAROO HUNT; OR, A MORNING IN THE MOUNTAINS.
(1860, October 6). The Australian Home Companion and Band of
Hope Journal (Sydney, NSW : 1859 - 1861), p. 13. Retnieved May
11, 2013, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article7 2484897

* Blue mountain parrot is what we call now rainbow lorrikeet
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Judith Wright, in Authority and Influence: Australian Literary Criticism
1950-2000, states, "Charles Harpur seems to have chosen his
calling early. His life from his youth onward was to be remarkable
for the tenacity and dedication with which he clung to the almost
impossible task of laying the foundation for an Australian poetry,
under conditions that would have discouraged most writers."

Charles Harpur (1513-1868) g ~Z
Determined to be labelled i L1l
Australia’s first poet’ Charles
Harpur pursued a literary
career and was known as a
critic through publication of
many pieces in colonial
Australia. Born on 23 January
1813 at Windsor on the
Hawkesbury river to Joseph
Harpur and Sarah, née
Chidley, both convict
transportees who arrived in
1800 and 1806 respectively,
Charles Harpur seemed
determined to become a
respected amateur naturalist (a
then popular fashion) and was
aided in this pursuit as is father |
became a schoolmaster and
taught him or gave him access to English poets.

The patronage of Governor Lachlan Macquarie, John Macarthur,
Samuel Marsden and theThomas Hassall family benefited Joseph
Harpur materially and in social status, so that a prosperous home
and Its leisure, access to private libraries, and his father's
encouragement enabled Charles to acquire an education beyond
what would otherwise have been his lot. During four decades
Harpur's contributions to the periodical press were undoubtedly
more numerous than those of any other Australian writer. These
were either literary: verse and criticism; or palitical: republican,
against transportation, for self-government and adult franchise, for
opening up of the land. His writings were given these directions very
early, for even in the 1820s other Australian youths, Currency Lads,
had literary as well as political ambitions for their country. Among
these were Charles Tompson, Joseph Harpur, John Walker Fulton
and Horatio Wills. William Charles Wentworth was their hero.
Horatio Wills's paper, the Currency Lad, published Harpur's early
Verse.

Harpur associated with, and his work was a